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th  some  flowers  she  gathered 
nas  Lincohi's  grave  : 

recious   flowers  will  claim  a 

your  treasures  rate, 
e  Lincoln's  father's  grave, 
tended  them  with  care. 

le  pleasant  April  showers, 
shine  and  the  dew. 
;ht  pluck  these  little  buds, 
i  today  to  you." 

f  Mrs.  Susan  D.  Baker 

a  Eagle,  December  20,  1927) 

le,  111.,  Dec.  27.— Mrs.  Susan 
passed  away  Sunday  after- 
o'clock  at  the  home  of  her 
Mrs.  James  Dryden,  in 
with  whom  she  had  made 
for  several  years.  She  had 
iling  health  for  more  than 
I  seriously  ill  since  last 
when  she  suffered  a  stroke 
s,  from  which  she  never 
sciousness. 

3ral  took  place  from  Shi- 


loh  church  at  11  o'clock,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Mason  officiating.  Burial  was  in  Shi- 
loh  cemetery. 

Mrs.  Baker  was  76  years  old.  She 
was  born  within  less  than  a  mile  of 
the  house  in  which  she  died,  being  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Rodg- 
ers  of  Pleasant  Grove  township.  She 
is  survived  by  five  children,  Mrs. 
James  Dryden  of  Janesville,  William 
Baker  of  Dodge  City,  Kan.,  Dr.  J.  G. 
Baker  of  Mattoon,  Lewis  Baker  of 
Charleston  and  Robert  Baker  of 
Greenup.  Mr.  .Baker  died  in  January, 
!  1918. 

Mrs.  Baker  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  was  the  one 
into  whose  charge  the  upkeep  of  the 
graves  of  Thos.  and  Sarah  Bush  Lin- 
coln was  personally  given  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  on  the  occasion  of  his 
last  visit  to  Janesville.  She  was 
active  in  establishing  and  maintain- 
ing the  Shiloh  Memorial  Association 
at  Janesville. 

Mrs.  Baker    was    devoted    to  this 


cause  and    labored  for    the  improve- 
ment and  maintenance    of  the  ceme- 
tery in  which  the  bodies  of  the  father 
and  stepmother  of  President  Lincolii 
i  rest.    On  the  occasion  of  the  marking- 
of  the  Thomas  Lincoln  Trail  and  the 
dedication  of  the    new    Thomas  and 
Sarah  Bush  Lincoln  monument,  Mrs,. 
Baker  was  given  a  prominent  part  in. 
the  ceremonies.    She  recited  poems  of 
her  own  composition  in  honor  of  the 
Lincoln  memories.   Again  at  the  state 
highway  department's  meeting  at  To- 
ledo last  summer,  Mrs.  Baker  appear- 
ed as  a  proponent  for  a  route  for  the 
new  hard    road  to  pass    near  Shiloh 
cemetery  reciting  her  ode. 


DENNIS  F.  HANKS. 

The  following  named  persons  made 
the  trip,  known  as  "The  Lincoln  Trail," 
from  Spencer  county,  Indiana  to  Deca- 
tur,  Illinois  in  the  year  1830  : 

Abraham  Lincoln,  then  21  years  old, 
piloted  a  wagon  in  company  with  John 
Hall.  This  was  verified  when  inter- 
viewed by  his  neighbor  and  life-long 
friend,  Mrs.  Sarah  D.  Baker. 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  wife,  Sarah  Bush, 
Johnson,  (Lincoln's  father  and  step- 
mother.) 

Dennis  F.  Hanks  and  wife,  Elizabeth, 
diugbterof  S:  'ali  Bush  Johnson. 
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Guards  Graves 

of  the  Lincolns 


lip.  He  was  probably  honest  in  Iiis 
opioiou.  as  he  had  not  seen  his  hc^d  for 

Anyway,  they  decided  to  have  a  law 
suit,  and  father  went  lo  Charleston  and 
hired  Lincoln,  who  was  then  tiding  cir- 
cuit, as  his  lawyer.  Lincoln  told  him 
lo  lie  the  colt  and  then  to  tie  its  mother 
a  certain  distance  on  the  one  side  of  the 
colt  and  the  mare  from  the  otlter  herd 
au  equal  distance  on  the  other  side  of 
the  colt.  When  untied,  Lincoln  said, 
the  colt  will  go  to  its  mother.  This  was 
done.  When  untied,  the  colt  played 
around  a  bit  and  made  straighl  for  its 
riphtfiil  mother.  The  evidence  was 
used  in  court,  and  the  coll  was  awarded 
to  my  father. 

"The  first  time  1  -saw  Lincoln  was  on 
Sept.  liS.  1S55.  the  day  of  the  Lincoln- 
■  Douglas  debate  atCharleston,  We  went 
i  iu  our  spring  wagon  with  the  delegati 
I  from  Farminglon.  When  we  reached 
I  the  old  Kickapoo  bridge,  we 
!  cjin,  who  came  down  with  the  Mattoon 
■  lelegalion.  Ho  was  riding  iu  a  covered 
i.iiggy.  which  was  in  itself  an  unusual 
t  at  that  time.    We  all  stopped, 


Liucohi's  buggy  right  next  to  our  wagon, 
and  Lincoln  stepped  out  on  the  step  of 
the  buggy,  so  close  to  me  1  could  have 
touched  liim,  and  said,  referring  to  the 
wagon  load  of  gills  ; 

"Gentlemen,  1  thank  you  for  this  bas- 
ket of  beautiful  flowers." 

I  remember  him  well.  We  went  on 
to  Charlpston.  Lincoln  stopped  in  front 
of  a  house  there,  and  a  little  old  lady 
wearing  a  black  cap  stepped 


her  1 


aid,  'Oil 


Abe,  I  always  linew  you  would  get  to  be 
president '  This  was  Sarah  Bush  Lin 
coin,  his  step-mother, 

"The  next  time  I  saw  Lincoln  he  came 
to  my  falhei's  house  in  February,  1861 
before  he  w.is  in.ingurated,  and  askci 
my  father  to  go  with  him  to  his  father'! 
grave.  They  went  over  to  the  old  cemc 
try  where  Lincoln  slotid  by  his  fathei'i 
grave  and  wept,  saying  the  cuiiiUry  wa: 
approaching  a  critical  time  and  that  In 
never  expected  to  gel  back  here  again - 
and  he  never  did. 

Mrs.  Baker  has  written  considerabli 
verse.    The  following  she  sent   to  i 


[it-nd  with  some  (lowers  she  gathered 
mmTlioTiiHS  Lincoln's  grave: 
These  precious  flowers  will  claim  a 
place 

Among  your  treasures  raie. 
"or  on  Abe  Lincoln's  father's  grave, 
(.od  has  tended  thom  with  care. 


sent  the  pleasant  April  showers, 
lie  sunshine  and  ilie  dew. 
it  I  might  pluck  these  Hltle  buds, 
nd  send  toduy  to  you." 


Dealli  of  Mrs,  Susan  D.  Baker 

(Lcrni  Eillc,  December  »,  PJTI 

J.iJiesvllle,  III.,  Dec,  27.— Mrs,  Susan 
n  Baker  passed  away  Sunday  atter- 
iioiji^  ut  4  o'clock  at  the  home  o(  her 
(laiiBhter.  Mrs.  James  Dryden,  in 
Jnueevnie,  with  whom  she  had  made 
licr  tiorae  for  several  years.  She  had 
hvt-n  In  tftillng  hcaltli  tor  more  than 
11  year  and  seriously  III  since  last 
TliDisday,  when  she  suffereil  a  stroke 
of  jHirnlysis,  from  which  she  never 
gained  coiisclousness. 

The  funeral  took  ploce  from  Sh'- 


loh  church  at  11  o'clock,  Rev, 
.Mason  otnclallng.    Burial  waa 
lob  cemetery, 
Mrs.  Baker  was 


old.  She 


the  house  In  which  she  died,  being  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Rodg- 
era  of  Pleasant  Grove  township.  She 
Is  survived  hy  live  children,  Mrs. 
James  Dryden  of  Janesvllle.  William 
Baker  of  Dodge  City,  Kan..  Dr.  J.  G, 
Baker  of  Mattoon,  Lewis  Baker  of 
Charleston  and  Robert  Baker  of 
Greenup,  Mr.  .Baker  died  In  January. 
1918. 

Mrs.  Baker  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbylcrlan  church,  and  waa  the  one 
Into  whose  charge  the  upkeep  of  the 
graves  of  Thos.  and  Sarah  Bush  Lin- 
coln was  personally  given  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  on  the  occasion  ol  his 
last  visit  to  Janesvllle.  She  wof 
active  In  estahlishlnc  and  maintain 
Ing  the  Shiloh  Memorial  AsBOclallot 
at  Janesvllle, 

Mrs.  Baker    was  ,  dcvoled    to  thh 


In  Shiloh  CL-mel 

ut  eleven  miles  southeast  of 
in  the  shadow  nf  a  little  c 


cauiie  anil  tailored  tor  (he  Improve- 
ment and  malnlenance  of  the  ceme- 
tery In  which  the  bodies  of  the  father 
and  stopmolhcr  of  Presidenl  Lincoln 
rest.  On  the  occasion  of  the  marking 
oI  the  Thomas  Lincoln  Trail  and  tha 
dedication  of  the  new  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Bush  Lincoln  monument,  Mrs. 
Baker  was  given  a  prominent  part  In 
the  tereraontca.  She  recited  poems  of 
her  own  composition  In  honor  ot  the 
Lincoln  memories.  Again  at  the  state 
highway  deparlmcnt's  meeting  at  To- 
ledo last  summer,  Mrs.  Baker  appear- 
ed as  a  proponent  tor  a  route  for  the 
new  hard  road  to  pass  near  Shilob 
cemetery  recKIng  her  ode. 


lawyer.  Father  owned  a  herd  of  hi 
which  strayed  a  considerable  dist. 
from  home  and  met  anotherherd  ov 
by  a  man  named  Stewanl.  Wh 
two  herds  parted  to  return  ti 
iiwn    homes,  one  colt  of  iny  I. 

vith  the  other  herd.  One 
I  can  so  well  rember  tlie  incident 
I  was  particulary 
.i-s  it  was  the  only  one  we  had,  a 
felt  the  loss  very  much.  Father 
tised  (or  it  and  was  informed  that  the 
th  Mr.  Steward's  herd.  When 
went  to  see  it  he  recognized  it.  but 
.  Steward  declared  that  it  was  one  of 
I  that  he  would  not  give 


Lincoln  passed  through  a 
period  of  akeptlclam  In  curly  life,  but 
by  the  time  he  entered  upon  the  presi- 
dency his  Christian  devotion  nud  fer- 
uaqucatloncd.  Ho  never 
Jolued  church,  hut  generally  attended 
Preabyleilan  church  In  WnshlnRtoii, 


NATIONAL  LINCOLN 

MEMORIAL  HIGHWAY 

Tlio  Thoniiis  LiiicolD  Trail  starts 
In  at  Mnltoon.  where  Abralinm  V 
coin  lieailed  a  large  dclegntloit  I 
Cbarlesloii,  SeDteiiiber  18.  1S58,  I 
OccasioD  lieiiig  the  joiiil  ilelmle  \ 
Cwcen  Lincoln  niiil  Doiiiriiis.  Tt  w 
pass  by  Duck  Gi-ove.  wlu'r^  TIioui 


cabin  ill  Plc- 


.om-lialt 
ivy.  ,1.S61,- 


Idenl.    Tlie  iini.i 
still  beitic  cc.  ui 
BDil  eit'lit  miles 
Charleston.    Continuing  i In,. fi  ejisterly 
direction  for  two  miles  tbe  trail  > 
pass  by  the  site  or  the  obi  Lincoln 

dent    reslJed    nnlll  be 
January  3.  IKr.l.    The  I 
Ing  on  east  will  cmss  the  Eiubarrnss 
river  and  connect  with  Route  ISO,  juat 


>  Crtlher  of  the  Preel- 


«a5t  of  Dlnna. 

HIstorlwil  Section. 

The  rienple    of    the    Uniteil  State; 

not  only  for  their  allrai  tiveuL's.s, 
their  educational  fenlures  and  by 
Tonte.  tbe  Thomas  Lincoln  t) 
-would  be  a  llnU  In  Ihe  Li 
tlonal  Memorliil  hlRhway. 
upon  tbousaii'ls  of  tourlsis 
the  humble  craves  where  i 
remains  of  Thomas  Lincolu  and  his 
■wife,  Sarah  Bnsh  Lincoln 
also  visit  the  simple  eotia 
mlnRton,  where  the  martyr  president 
ate  his  last  meal  with  her  while  o 
Ilia  way  to  the  capilol  of  our  counlr 
Bsarly  S7  years  ago. 

This  Is  one  of  the  great  hlstorlcn 
sections  In  Illlnota,  and  as  time  grows 
»pace  either  the  stale  or  patriotic 
Boclelles  will    purchase    the  orlginf 


lb  CI 


?iibli 


r,  since  tbe 
jriously  dls- 
Hie  heart  of 
1  as  it  will 
nf  thP  land 


plica  nf  Ihe  old  Lincoln 
morlnl  of  Ibis  cbarac 

everv  patriotic  American 
point  nut  to  the  youth  nf 
that  'ft  mfftterJi  not  how  h 
tirthnlace  may  be  there  is  r 
xeacbine  the  zenith  in  pollt 
«niica1  and  scieDtiflc  ott.Tiii 

"The  sbnrt  and  simple  annals  of 
the  pnnr."  prnvinc;  no  bar  in  reaching 
the  Ideal"  in  life. 

OM-Tlmf  Aitm'rer*. 


/-berried  I 


Ing  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Geo.  T  Balch 
and  Mr.  Tbonins  Allison,  were  attend- 
ing srbrT.1  in  PnrminKlon  at  the 

ana  shnol(  tiands  with  him  and  heard 
■his  Itindlv  remarh.'!  as  he  greeted 
school  children  Just  before  he  depart- 
ed on  his  return  to  Charleston  to  take 
the  tr.iln  tor  tbe  east.  There  In  also 
Id  liKly  in  this  com- 


stlll  livl 


visi 


M 


leffris. 


(-noi 


^  de- 


the 


I  it  is  said 


nly  ]iii'i  i'  of  real  estate 
Abraham  Lincoln  ever  owned  with 
the  cxcenlion  of  the  homestead  t 
SprlnEtield. 

linlliMnt;  Tor  (he  Fntnre. 
The  building  of  The  Thomas  Lii 
■coin  Trail  Is  not  for  the  henellt  i 
the  great  State  of  Illinois  alone,  bi 
lor  the  United  Slates,  and  not  only  fc 
the  United  States  but  for  the  world. 
■We  are  not  builtling  and  planning  for 
the  present  alone,  but  for  the  f 
"fiitur"— for  tbe  benefit  of  geueratlons 
UTiboni  There  Is  now  ;infl  always  has 
Tieen  a  prevailing  desire  In  the  hearts 
of  peoples  to  erect  mouunienta  and 
*u!ld  memorials  in  honor  of  those 
-whom  they  delight  to  honor— It  haa 
■ever  been  ao  from  the  dim  twIHght  of 
ages  that  have  passed. 

Lincoln  Is  the  best  loved  character 
in  all  history— his  life  is  an  inspira- 
tion— he  belongs  to  the  common  peo- 
ple of  every  lantl.  The  scenes  Incl- 
•dent  to  the  lite  of  the  great  ciiuinci- 
jator  who  waa  ever  ready  to  listen  to 
tho  heartbeats  of  humanity  are 
■Shrines,  and  multitudes  devoutly  wish 
to  pay  homage  to  his  memory  which 
-win  grow  In  greater  intensity  with 
fthe  lapses  ot  time. 

The  building  of  this  highway  will 
3prove  a  great  boon  to  humanity  and 
-while  11  will  he  popularly  known  aa 
-the  Thomas  Lincoln  Trail,  It  will  be 
only  one  link  la  the  proposed  Lincoln 
Jlomorln!  Highway  extending  from 
Hodgenvtlle,  Ky.,  to  neardatown,  III. 
It  Is  destined  to  become  the  most 
-popolar  highway  In  tbe  world. 

Starting  In  at  the  lowly  birthplace 
«f  Lincoln  (n  the  hills  of  Kentueky, 
■we  follow  thorn  acroja  the  Ohio  Into 
Spencer    countf,    Indiana,  where  he 


iai  Hall  at  Ho<lKenville-a  crnd. 
I'jiiorial  h^ill  is  shown  UL1  the  riKlit 


3sed  Ills  diiys  of  youth  and  young 
inbood,    and    where    his  mother, 
Nancy  Hanks,  lies  buried,  and  ol  whom 
ion  once  ruefully  said,  "God  bless 
nother;  all  that  1  am  or  ever  hope 
to  be  I  owe  to  her." 

The  Llncolna  crossed  tho  Waba 
at  Palestine  and  we  follow  them 
their  wanderings  through  Illinois 
Decatur:  the  father  In  a  year  or  bo  ; 
traces  hia    footsteps  and    nnully  ) 
comes  reconciled  to  a  plot  of  ground 
near  Farmlnk'ton,  while  hia  son  after 
years  of  hardships  flnds  bis  haven  of 
business  activity  In  SprlngllGld,  and 
no  hecnmea  the  chief  oxocuLlve  of 
the    greatest    Republic  on  earth.  In 
all    (hcKO  hallowed    places  en- 
twined with  memories  ot  the  Immor- 
tal Lincoln    will  be    linked  together 
with  paved  roada  thereby  becouilng 
tho  most  popular  highway  tho  w< 
lyer  known. 


SHILOH 
LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  CLUB 

JANESVILLE.  ILL. 


Harry  Jones   

Mrs.  F.  A.  Whltacrc 
It.  B.  Rodgers  


Grimes.  U  W.  Hal; 


PUKAMULE 


■  .SHll 


LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  CLL'Li.  and 
;nfi  of  the  Uniied  Stales,  aa  a 
Chartered  Association,  In  order  to 
rare  for  the  Lincoln  graves  and  the 
;emetcri'  wherein  Ihe  Lincoln  graves 
ire  situated,  do  adopt  the  following 
""onstltution.  By-Laws  and  Rules  of  i 
Order: 

MOTTO 

'■Care  for  the  Graves  ot  the  Dead  aa 
You  Would  Have  Others  Care  for 
You." 

CONSTITUTION 
AHIrle  1— Name. 

This  Asaoclation  shall  be  known  as 
the  SHILOH  LLVCOLN  MEMORIAL 
CLUB. 

Article  2— Officer;!. 

Section  1.  Tbe  officers  of  Ibis  asso- 
ciation shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice 
President.  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
ini  Directors. 
2.  The  Officers  ot  this  asaocla- 
tion shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  a  plu- 
rality of  tbe  votes  cast  being  neces- 

lec.  3    Election    shall  be    held  on 
luary  15  ot  each  year,  the  date  of 
death  of  the  Father  of  the  martyr- 
ed president,  Abraham  Lincoln. 

c,  4.  Officers  shall  be  installed 
le  date  of  their  election  or  by  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  any  time  there- 
after. 

f.  5.  Any  member  shall  be  elig- 
ible to  office  upon  filling  all  require- 

c.  6.  Every  official  vacancy  shall 
be  Oiled  at  n  regular,  adjourned  or 
meethig  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  such  vacancy  is  known.. 

c.  7-  Each  officer  shall  take 
ge  of  all  books,  papers  and  docu- 
;s  pertaining  to  his  office  and 
transmit  on  retiring  from  office, 
c.  R.  All  officers  shall  be  elected 
for  five  years. 

Article  :i— Duties  of  Ofilcers. 
Sec,  1.  The  president  shall  preside 
it  all  meetings  of  the  association,  call 
ill  special  meetings,  supply  all  tem- 
porary vacancies  In  ofnce  and  per- 
I  sHcb  other  djiiies  as  may  devolve 
upon  him. 


shall  r 


LINCOLN-THORNTON  DEBATE  in  Slislbr' 


ve  all  money  of  the  asaocia- 
arry  on  tbe  correspondence 
le.  All  moneys  shall  be  paid 
out  by  Secretary-Treasurer  on  order 
made  by  President. 

4,    It  shall  be  the  duties  ot  the 
irs  to  defend  or  prosecute  all 
lit  the  association,  to  promote 
tbe  general  Interest  thereof,  to  con- 
trol and  manage  the  affairs  and  funds 
iimend    toy  adoption  sn- ' 
tliey  think  best  to  secure 
tho  prosperity  of  the  association. 
Article  i. 
y  person  on  Ihe  approval  of  the 
1  of  directors  may  be  eligible  to 
membership  and  entitled  to  one  vote 
n  person  or  by  certified  proxy. 
Article  r>. 
This  Constitution  and  the  By  Laws 
ind  Rules  or  Order  hereunto  annexed 
may  be    altered  or  amended    by  two- 
thirds  vote  ot  the  members  present  or 
their  certified  proxies  at  any  regular 
meeting  or  adjourned  session  thereof. 
Artlfle  G. 
stitution    and    By  Laws 
hereunto  nnnejced  or  such  portion  as 
adopted  not  conflicting  with 
oC  the  State  or  the  United 
States  shall    take  effect    and  be  In 
force  Immediately  upon  Its  adoption. 
IIT-LAWS. 
Article  1— JlectliipR. 
I.    This  Association  shall  hold 
Us  regular  annual  meeting  In  Shlloh 
church  building,  near  cemetery,  on  tbe 
IGth  day  of  January  ot  each  year  at 
?  o'clock  P.  M.  unless  otherwise  or- 

See.  2.  At  recular  or  call  meetings 
Hvo  nienibers  shall  be  necessary  to 
:onslItnto  a  quorum. 

Sec.  3,  For  special  or  called  meet- 
ings three  notices  shall  bo  posted  In 
public  places  specifying  the  time,  dato 
and  object  ot  the  moetlnR. 

Itulos  ol  Order. 

Roberts  RuloB  or  order  ahftll  be  au- 
thority on  all  points  ot  pftrllmentary 
practice. 


Lincoln  Movoil  to  Illinois 


I N  Hie  spring  ol  IS30.  wlieti  AliK.li.im  Lincoln  was  21  years  ol 
^  age.  Ilie  Lincoln  arnJ  Hiinks  liimiliiss  removed  ifom  Spencer 
counlv,  Illinois,  Alter  a  ihorl  lime. 
Lincfiln  an<l  Dennis  Hanks  moved  to 
Tdeir  route  Itoin  Indiana  to  Illinois  is 
,  Chapman,  ol  Charleslon,  deceasod, 
at  made  the  trip,  when  interviewed 
■  Univeisily  of  Illinois,  could  not  5ive 
the  roule  in  detail:  said  she  rememl)ere<t  crossing  the  Wabash 
river  at  Vincennes,  Ind.,  Ihcnco  up  Ihe  river  lo  Cumberland 
county.  Illinois.  wliL'te  they  stopped  3  days  with  the  Radleys 
living  on  a  (arm.    She  could  not  remember  crossing  Ihe  Okaw 


counly.  Ind,,  to  f 
Ihe  families  o(  Th 
Coles  county.  Illir 
slill  in  doubl. 


The  < 


^■ly 


wilh 


nding 


Ds.  nothing  could 


roads  leading  through  wilderness  and 

exact  route  to  Decatur.  What  has  been  written  is  mere  guess- 
work. Mrs.  Chapman  was  the  aunt  ol  T.  B.  Slioall.  who  has 
in  his  possession  the  sivorn  interview  ol  Mrs.  Chapman. 

"In  1656."  Judge  Henry  C.  Whiney  write*.  "Lincoln  and 
I  walked  to  Ihe  open  space  in  IronI  ol  Ihe  old  court  house 
in  Decatur,  and  Lincoln  said :  "Here  on  Ihis  spot,  26  years 
ago.  I  made  my  (irsi  halt  in  Illinois:  here  I  stood,  and  there 
our  wagon  stood,  with  all  thai  we  owned  in  (he  world." 

The  lirsl  home  ol  Ihe  Lincolns  in  Illinois  was  a  rude  log 
cabin,  which  Lincoln  and  John  Hanks,  a  farmer  at  that  lime 
living  lour  miles  norlhwesi  of  Decatur,  built  or  the  Sanga- 
mon river  eighl  miles  west  ol  Decatur.  During  Ihe  civil  war, 
John  Hanks  ser\'ed  as  wagon-master  in  Col.  U.  S.  Grant's 
Twenly-first  111.  Regimonl.  Later,  President  Lincoln  appoih- 
led  him  to  Ihe  ollice  of  Indian  Agent. 

thai  30 years  later  a  slate  convention,  assembled  at  DecalOr, 

House.  And  little  did  the  town  f9lh  af  Dacalor  dream  that  this 
ungainly  young  rustic.  In' coonjktn  cap  and  bespattered  jeans 
SoadinBhis"fouryok3of  gauntoxen.  -would  one  day  become 
an  lUustrlAus  President  of  tha  United  Stales,  ItwastheR  cubll- 


Diorlai  highways,  one  of  Ihein  niuuiDK 
from  Beardstowu  to  Petersburg  thru 
CasB  and  Menard  counties,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  40  miles,  and  the  other 
from  Mutloon  to  Jaiiesvllle.  thru 
Coles  and  Cumberland  couutlea,  a  dis- 
tance of  approximately  ten  miles.  The 
bills  provide  that  these  roads  should 
be  of  hard  surtace  material  of  (lie 
latest  type  and  should  conform  In  con- 
struction to  the  state  lilehwnys,  wiili 
which  they  are  lo  form  coini'.-etlni: 
links.  ConKrt-Hsman  Ratliljoiie  has  in 
mind  a  iihin.  whleli  he  hopes  evenlu- 
ally  to  have  worked  ont,  o(  complet- 
lus  a  ch.iin  of  highways,  which  would 
PDe3  thru  tliose  portions  of  IMIdoIs 
where  Lincoln  and  his  parenta  lived 
and  which  are  filled  with 
of  the  great  Rallsplltter-Prealdent, 


Anoth 

■Waalilngton.  Old  Pord'a  theatre, 
■where  on  the  night  of  April  11,  ISUr., 
John  Wllkea  Booth  fired  tb.'  sIm.i  OuO 
killed  Ahrahum  Lincoln,  is  r  .  i" 
stored  by  the  goverutnent  j'  ■  ' 
ot  ?100,(iOO  and  made  a  Llii..>i(i 
war  museum  and  national  lie;iil(|iiar- 
ters  for  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, 

CongresamaD  Henry  Hatlibono'a 
bill  provides: 

That  the  structure  shiill  (1)  bousu 
documents,  books  and  relies  illumlD- 
ollug  Lincoln"^  public  and  private  Itte; 
(2)  shall  be  a  repository  tor  dlstin- 
giilBhod  relics  of  the  Civil  war;  |3) 
and  Rhall  be  dedicated  forever  na  a 
national  Lincoln  nbrino  and  nattonnl 
headquarters  for  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  other  veterans'  or- 
ganization. 

The  work  of  restoration  will  be 
carried  on  by  the  federal  government's 
director  of  buildings  and  Rroiinds,  Col. 
UlyBSea  9.  Grant,  grnndson  ot  Gen. 
Ulysses  S.  Grant,  who  was  to  have 
gone  lo  Ihe  theatre  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln  on  the  nipht  of  April  U.  and 
whom  also  Booth  had  hoped  to  slny. 

Another  coincidence  ts  that  the  hill 
creatine  the  new  momorlnl  was  Intro- 
duced by  Ihe  son  of  the  Mai.  nnlb- 
hono  who  wltb  bis  nfflanct'd,  was  tbnt 
night  with  the  Llneolns. 

Great  historic  events  which  tooTt 
place  In  Tlllnols  are  also  to  ho  com- 
memorated through  bills  Introduced 


TIIK  TEST  OF  CHAltACTEIt. 

IVe  reproduce  in  part,  the  following 
bute  to  Abraham  Lincoln  by  the 
.■  Col.  Hubert  G.  IngersoII; 

■  rhjii;;    ilii'loscB  real  character 


It  1 


'  for 


Ur  '.'.i:iK  to  lie  gentle.  Most  people 
c  jLii  lirar  adversity.  But  if  you  wlab 
to  know  what  a  nmn  really  1^,  give 
him  power.  This  la  tlio  supreme  test. 
It  la  the  glory  ot  Lincoln  that,  hnv- 
Ing  absolute  power,  ho  never  abused 
It,  except  on  the  side  ot  mercy. 

"Wealth  could  not  purchase,  power 
could  not  awe,  this  divine,  this  loving 

"He  knew  no  fear  except  the  fear 
o(  doing  wrong.  Haling  slavery,  pity- 
ing the  masteT— seeking  to  contjuer, 
not  persons,  but  prejudices— he  was 
the  embodiment  ot  the  self-donlal,  the 
ourage.  the  hope  and  the  nobility  of 
a  Nation. 

"Ho  spoke  not  In  inflame,  not  to 
upbraid,  1mi  to  convince. 

"He  raised  his  hands,  not  to  strike, 
but  In  benediction. 

"He  longed  for  pardon, 

"He  loved  to  see    Iho  peiirlw  ot  Joy 
on  the  cheeks  of  a  wife  wbone 
band  he  bad  rescued  from  death. 

'■Lincoln  was  the  grandest  figure  ot 
the  fiercest  civil  war.   He  Is  the 
tlcst  memory  of  our  world." 


Ho  was  loving,  bo  was  kind,  gon 
erouB,  gentle,  these  wore  some  of  the 
attributes  welled  up  In  the  groat  be(.rt 
of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Chronology  of  the  Life  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Compiled  by  Eill  Turner  lor  Ihe  Washinglon  Nalional  Repul)lic 


W 

i  w 

W 


I  Liniled  itiilos /.-'J'.i.ftJi^,  ol  \\hicli 
3(53  are  slaves, 
lail  -l-eb.   12.  second  birllidoy.  still 
iving  where  born, 

1812— Feb.  12,  Ihiid  birllrffey.  Still  I iv- 
ng  where  born,    June  IS.  Congress  de.*- 

fl  Webster,  aged  lliirly.  enlers  public  lile. 


lau-icb.  ij, 

schooling.  Dec.  9.  t 
1815  -Jan.  .S.  J,k 


181(5 


h  ol  ^ilanlon,  Lin- 

nn  A  ins  Bailie  of 
.',  I  iii,Loln's  sixlh 
.1    'i-    w.is  almost 

^(-nlh  birlh- 

h.  i,>'-ilv'  moved  to 
,  cro^M?d  Iho  Ohio 


day.    Durinv;  ltii>  ^. 
on  a  rait. 

161 7- Feb.  12,  Lincoln  begins  using  axe 
AugusI  2,  lirsl  steamship  arrives  at  5L 

1818-  Feb.  ninth  birthdav.  Living  in 
log  cabin  in  Indiana  which  he  helped  to 
build,  Ocl.  5.  death  ol  his  mother,  aged 
Ihirly-live. 

1819-  Feb.  12.  tenlh  birthday.  Living 
lister  Sarah  in  Indiana 


wilder 


s  father 


mnthei  dt-eplv  inlerusled  in  him,  joi 
fs  his  t'agerness  lor  learning, 

1822-  -Feb.  I,  iirsl  collon  mill  ■ 

teenth  birthday.  Works  on  a  l<nm. 
figuring  on  wooden  shovel  ind 
bark.    April  27,  U.  5.  Grant  l-rn. 

1823—  Fob.  12.  lourloenth  hitSidi 
lends  Andrew  Crawloid's  .school 
lirst  essay  on  cruelty  lo  animals 

vei  prinlin5  pr< 


Juo< 


Family  preparing  to  leave  Iniit 

1831— Feb.  12,  Iwenty-secnml  hirlhi 
Helps  build  new  home  in  Illinois.  Wu 
on  flat  boal,  and  clerks  in  store  al  ^ 


1832—  Feb.  12.  Iwenly-third  birlhdav- 
During  Ihis  year  Lincoln  serves  in  Block 
Hawk  war.  and  reads  Blackslone. 

1833—  Feb.  12.  Lincoln's  hvenly-lourlh 
birthday.  He  is  burdened  wilh  debU 
Learns  surveying.  May  7,  appointed  post- 
master of  New  5alem,  III. 

1834—  Feb.  12.  Iwenty-fillh  birthday.  In 
November  was  elected  to  Iho  legislature. 
Meets  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 

1835  -  Feb.  12.  Iwenly-sixlh  birlhday. 
During  Ihe  year  lavors  woman  suifrage 
end  lalks  againsi  slavery. 

I83G— Feb.  12.  Iw cn I y-sevenlh  birthday, 
April,  begins  practicing  law  in  Springfield. 
III.  November,  re-elecled  lo  legislature. 

1837-  Feb.  12.  twenly-eighlh  birthday. 
Retires  as  poslmas'er  ol  New  Salem  Ihis 
year.  Protests  againsl  pro-slavery  acllon 
ol  legislature. 

1838-  Feb.  12.  Iwenly-ninth  birlbdoy. 
This  year  lorms  law  partnership  wilh  John 
T.  Stuart,  at  Springfield.  November,  re- 
olecled  lo  legislature. 

1839-  Feb.  12,  thirlieth  birthday.  This 
year  argues  against  slavery  in  legislature. 
Sept.  I,  U.S.  Giant  enters  West  Point 

1840    Feb.  12.  thirty-first  birthday.  Re- 
olected  to  legislature  (his  year. 
^I8JI    Feb.    12,  Ihirly-second  birthday. 

\B42  Feb,  12,  thirlv-third  birthday.  Feb. 
22.  favors  total  abslinenco  in  address  be- 
fore Washinglonian  Temperance  sociely, 
ul  Springliotd.  Nov.  4.  marries  Maiy  Todd, 
ot  Lexington.  Ky. 

1843  Feb.  12.  Ihirty-fourlh  birthday. 
June  30.  U.  5.  Grant  graduated  Irom  West 
Poinl.    Aug.  I.  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  bom. 

1844  Feb.  12,  thirty-filth  birthday. 

1845  Feb.  12,  thirty-sixth  birthday. 
1S46    Feb.  12,  thirty-seventh  birthday. 

Mar.  10,  tdirard  Baker  Lincoln  born,  bul 
died  in  infanci 


ing  this  year  Ihe  anii-slavery  becom 
orally  known  as  the  Republican  pirly. 

1856  Feb.  12.  lorly-sevenlh  birlhday. 
Nay  39,  delivers  on  address  at  ortjani/alim 
ol  Republican  party.  Bloominglon.  III. 

1857  Feb,  12,  lorly-eighlh  birlhdav- 
Neh.  4.  Buchanan  inaugurated  President 

1858 -Feb.  13. lorly-ninlh  birlhd.-i>.'.  June 
16.  makes  . 


lor  Se. 
deb,ili' 


lillh  d. 


Ami 


.ugtas 


Oct 


15,  Lincoln-Douglas  dt;ba 

1859  Feb.  12,  liflielh  birlhday.  Oct  16. 
John  Brown  makes  Harper's  ferry  raid. 

1860  Feb.  12.  lifty-lir^t  birthday.  Feb.  27- 
delivers  famous  Cooper  Union  speech. 
May  18.  nominated  for  President  Dec. 
14.  Senators  and  Representatives  of  eight 
Soulhern  stales  issue  addresses  to  their 
constiluenls  urging  secession.  Dec.  30. 
South  Carolina  secedes. 

1861  Jan.  9.  firslshol  ol  Civil  war  fired. 
Feb.  4.  confederate  congress  organized. 
Feb.   12.  liflv-^(K.,n.f    birKvl.-n.    Fr.|>.  18. 


1862  Feb.  13,  fiity-third  birlhday.  Feb. 
20.  Lincoln's  son  William  Walace  Lincoln, 
dies  in  While  House.  July  3.  calls  lor  300.- 
000  volunteers  lor  three  years.  Au&.  4. 
calls  for  300.000  militia  for  nine  monlhs. 
Sept  22,  Emancipalion  proclamation  issu- 


If 
If 


1  Now 


York.  D< 
nounced. 

1824-  Feb.  12.liH.  ■  n".  '  ;  .  ■  '  ..■-■r- 
ly  borrows  all  the  I    

Aug.  10.  Robert  0^^,  r  ■  ■  ■    i  ,1- 

1825-  Feb.  12.si\leun(hbir!IM.>v.  W„rks 
as  wood  chopper,  and  wins  dollars  per 
month.    Oct  26,  Erie  Canal  ■^oinpleled. 

1826 -  Feb.  12,  scventeeiilh  birlhday. 
Gels  hands  on  firsi  law  book.  July  4, 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  Ani<:!rican  Inde- 
pendence. 

1827-  Feb.  12,  eighleenlh  birlhday.  His 
sister  Sarah  died  in  July  ol  lliis  year. 

1828  -Feb.  12,  nineleenlh  birthday. 
Now  si\  feel  four  in  lieighl.    Makes  lirsl 


Coagiess. 

1847  Feb.  12, 
Dec,  Lincoln  and  . 
House  ot  Represi'i 
Douglas  and  Jell,  i 

1848  Feb.  U' 


•  pi£|hri 


lirthdi 


iSi.i  !■  I.  I?.  iitili  birthday.  Mch. 
9.  i_-rtint  ni.nK'  L  "inintiiider-in-chief.  July 
18,  calls  loi  500,000  men.  Nov.  8.  Uncoln 
re-elected.    Dec  19.  calls  for  300.000  vol- 


1  birlhday.  D 
■  in  Chicago  I, 


1 


'If 


Some  liisloric  laudmarks  in  the  life  of  Lincoln.  Upper  left ;  Mominu'iit  iu.Frcepoi (,  111.,  inavkmR  ihc  s>  eiir 
debate  ;  upiicr  riglil ;  the  "Wigwaiii."  ChicaRO,  whoro  Lincoln  was  nominated  lor  tlie.inesideucy  ;  lowi  i-  k-lt 
ChicaRo.  where  Lincoln  issued  liis  clullengo  to  Donglas  (or  a  joint  dobate  l  lower  right ;  an  iinpromptii  r 
Lincoln's  liome  ia  Spriugtiold,  followlag  bis  oleclion  ik9  President  of  the  United  States. 


"ABL"  LINCOLN'^.  COiMRADL 


Talk  With  Dennis  Hanks,  the  (^usin  of  America's  President. 
Early  Life  and  Characteristics  of  the  Lad  After  vard 
Chief  Executive  of  THe  Nation. 


BY  ROBERT  MclNTYRE 

Few  know  llial  tlic  boyliood  iiariiii  i 
ta  Lincoln  sllll  Uvea,  al  the  age  of  sii. 
In  «n  Illinois  town.  This  man  Is  km 
la  the  great  liberator,  was  hts  hail;- 
voods  teacher  and  guUle,  and  knows 
more  of  "Honest  Abe"'  than  any  man 
sUve  or  dead.  His  reml»laceiici.'s  dI 
tbe  boy  Lincoln  never  having  been 
published  to  my  hnowledgo,  will  In 
-•rortli  mucU  to  the  future  generatton^ 
I  found  bini  hale  and  erect,  rfiily 
to  recount  tor  the  benefit  of  a  yonut: 
er  generation,  the  incidents  wliiili 
marked  the  youth  of  the  martyrL'.l 
PrealdenL  His  name  is  Deuuis  F 
Hanks,  and  he  Is  a  cousin  to  Lincoln. 
Uncle  Dennis,  ns  he  Is  called,  is  a  typi- 
cal Kentucklan.  born  in  Hardin  coun- 
ty, 1799.  His  (ace  is  sun-bronzed  and 
plowed  with  furrows  of  time;  a  reso- 
Inte  mouth  wltb  firm  grip  ot  tbe  Jaw; 

broad  forehead  above  a  pair  ot  un- 

wnariable  eyes.    The  eyes  seem  out 

of  place,  in  the  weary,  faded  face; 

they  glow  and  flasb  like  two  diamond 

sparks,  set  in  ridges  of  dull  gold.  The 

bee  is  n  serious  one,  but  tbe  jilay  of 

light  in    the  eyes,    unquencbable  by 

time,  betrays  the  nalnre  full  of  snn- 

Bhiue    and    elate    life.    A    s!(ii>\vi>  ■    '  ■!■'  ' 

Elance  at  the    profile  shows    .1  t  > 

Btrikingly     Lincoln-like,     proniiiLHU     ^  ^^^^ 

cheek  hones,  temples,  nose  and  chin:  j  u.,,;! 

iut  best  ot  all  that  twinkling  drollery  |  rust  co 

In  Ihe  eye  that  flashed  in  the  White  Thomas 

House  during  the  dark  days  ot  the  Spence: 

Civil  war.    To  our    querry  he  replied  jl^f.^.^n^^ther  of  , 

cheerily:  jiim  an  orphan. 

'•Certainly,  certainly,  sir;  Til  talk  death  of  his  wife,  Thon 

to  you  about  Ahe.    I  kin  talk,  too,  l;irned 

bein-  as  I  am  tbe  only  livin'  u,„  ^^^^  ^,         daughters  by 

knows  all  abont  liim."  [lei-  nrst    husband.    Thomas  Lincoln 

"How  old  was  Mr.  Lincoln  when  you  after  liis  marriage  returned  with  hir 
first  met  him?"  wife  and  her  dangh'ers,  accompanied 

-About  24  hours,  hardly  that;  1  I'.y  Dennis  Hanks,  and 
rekolleci  I  ran  all  tbe  way.  over  two 
miles,  to  see  Nancy  Hanks'  baby  hoy. 
Twas  common  then  for  connexion  to 
gether  In  them  days  to  see  new  babies. 
Her  name  was  Nancy  Hanks  before 
«he  married  Thomas  Lincoln.  I  held 
the  wee  one  a  minnit.  I  was  in  years 
old.  and  it  tickled  me  to  hold  the 
pulpy,  red.  little  Lincoln." 

'■When  did  you  move  to  Indiana?" 


DKWIS  F.  HA>KS. 

Dennis  K,  Hanks  was  born  tliree 
miles  southeast  of  Hodgenville  in 
Kentucky,  on  the  15th  day  ot  Mny, 
1799.  He  died  on  the  21st  day  ot  Octo- 
ber. 1802.  at  the  home  of  his  daughter. 
Nr-ucy  Hanks  ShoaCf.  In  Paris.  III.,  at 
the  age  ot  93  years.  His  remains  rest 
in  the  cemetery  al  Charleston.  111.  His 
dentil  wns  .■uuseil  by  an  iiccidont.  He 


rout  and  a  little  copperas  in  it.  It  was 
black;  but  the  copperas  would  eal 
the  paper  away  after  awhile.  I  made 
his  nrat  pen  out  of  a  turkey  buKzard 
ri'iither;  them's  good  for  pens.  We 
liad  no  geese  them  Jays.  After  he 
li'urned  to  write  he  was  scrawlln'  his 
niuiie  everywhere;  Bometlmes  be 
M  inilil  write  it  In  the  white  aand  down 
<<Ti  the  crick  bank,  and  leave  It  till 
(he  fresh  would  blot  It  out." 

■Ml.  Dennis,  that  name  Is  written 
iiniv.  not  in  sand;  high  on  the  heroic 
Mill  In  Liberty's  proud  temple,  atiovf 

the  name  of  the  immortal  Washington 
blazes  the  signature  ot  the  blame- 
less, ruler  and  matchless  man,  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  That  plain  name  is  now 
a  kingiier  title  than  is  worn  on  earth. 
Y.'n,  that's  so.  and  rightly,  too.  Not 
fiir  his  greatness;  he  wasn't  the 
Kieatest  man  that  ever  lived,  but  he 
was  the 

I  could 

know  how,  an'  he  never  learned." 
Did  you  have  any  idea  of  his  tn- 

greatness?" 
No;  It  was  a  new  country,  and  he 
s  a  raw  boy;  rather  a  bright  an' 
likely  lad.  but  the  big  world  seemed 
far  ahead    of  him, 
goin'  folks,    hut  ho  had    it  in 
though  we  never  suspected  It." 
Did  he  take  to  books  eagerly 
No.  we  had  to 


down  to  tbe  house  and  sci 
Ihut'H  his  wife.  She's  dead  r 
aoul.  1  knowed  they  was  1 
talnlin' 


Mary—  j 
)o  hlgh- 


that  Dennis    taught  Ahe    Lincoln  I 


Ing  in  Indiana  tor  Iti  years,  the  famil- 
ies of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Dennis 
Hanks  moved  to  Illinois  in  the  year 
1S3II  .u}.|    --Mlf-rl  1-11    ihe  Sangamon 


"Whel 


Mr.  Lin- 
a  camp  of  { < 


coin  moved  first,  and  built 
brush  In  Spencer  county.  We  came  | 
out  a  year  later,  and  lie  then  had  a  , 
cabin  up  and  be  gave  us  Ihe  shanty. 
On  tliis  spot  Ahe  grew  to  manhood.'  , 

"How  far  apart  were  your  cabins?" 

"About  (itteen  rods.  Abe  killed  a 
turkey  the  day  we  got  tliere.  .11;'  , 
conltln't  get  thru  tellin'  aboni  ii.  The  j 
name  was    pronounced  Linkliorn  by 


the  f 


ter." 


i  ther 


We  n 
spell  ^ 


"In  the  'Life  of  Lincoln,'  published  |  juggle  with  de; 
after  his  nomination,  it  is  stated  th 
you  tauglit  him  to  read." 

"Yes  sir,  I  did.  1  laught  him  to  lihat  wliig  bo 
spGll.  read  and  cipher.  He  knew  his  ■  |iiiihli?il  belle 
letters  pretty  wellish;  but  no  more,  (he  lirst  kU 
His  mother  taught  him  the  letters,  li  ot  the  strucli 
ever  there  was  a  good  woman  on  to  build  aii 
earlii  she  was  one.  a  true  Chrislian  of  '  blood.  Wbai 
the  Baiillsl  chnrcli;  bul  she  died  soon  hnd  he  grow 
after  we  arrived,  and  left  him  without  |  volume?  It  makes  one  muse  hushed 
a  teacher;  his  father  couldn't  read  a  in  thought. 

word."  j     "Will  you    describe  him     when  a 

"Is  It    possible  he  had    no  school-  hoy?" 
•is?"  I     "Well,  he  was    at    this    time  not 

"Only  about  one-quarter;  scarcely  grown,  only  r,  feet  2  Inches  high.  He 
that.  I  then  set  in  to  help  him;  I  j  was  6  feet  4  1-2  when  grown— tall, 
didn't  know  much,  but  I  did  the  best  ]nlhy  and  gangling— not  nuich  appear- 


;  in  that 


I  could, 

"What  hooks  did  he  read  first?" 

"Webster's  speller.  When  I  got  him 
through  that.  I  only  had  a  copy  of 
Indiana  statutes.  Then  he  got  hold 
of  a  book;  I  can't  rlkcolect  the  name; 
maybe  you  kin  If  I  tell  you  somethin' 
et  was  In  it.  It  told  a  yarn  about  a 
feller,  a  nigger  or  suthin',  (hat  sailed 
a  flatboat  up  to  a  rock,  and  the  rock 
was  magnellsGd  and  drawed  the  nails 
out  of  his  boat,  and  he  got  a  duckln', 
or  drowned,  or  snthln.  I  forgot  now." 

"That  is  the  slory  ot  Slnhad,  In  the 
'Arabian   Knights."  " 

"That's  it;  that's  the  book.  Abe 
would  lay  on  the  floor  with  a  choir 
under  his  head  and  laugh  over  them 
Rabinn  Nights  by  the  hour.  I  told 
him  It  was  likely  Ilea  from  end  to  end, 
hut  he  learned  to  read  rigiil  well  In 
It." 

"Had  he  any  other  hook.s?" 

"Yea,  I  borrowed  for  him  the  'Life 
of  Waflhington'  and  the  'Speeches  of 
Henry  Clay.'  They  had  a  powerful 
Influence  on  him.  He  told  me  after- 
wards In  the  White  House,  ho  wanted 
tQ  live  like  Washington.  Hts  speeches 
show  that;  hut  the  other  hook  did  the 
most  amazing  work,  He  was  a  demo- 
crat, like  his  father  and  all  of  us,  when 
he  hegan  to  read  It.  When  he  closed 
It  he  was  a  whlK.  heart  nnd  soul,  and 
he  went  step  by  step  'till  he  became 
leader  of  the  republicans." 


ance,  not  handsome,  not  ugly,  hut  pe- 
culiar. This  kind  ot  a  feller-  It  a 
man  rode  up  horseback,  Abe  would  be 
tbe  first  one  out.  up  on  llie  fence  ask- 
ing (juestions.  'till  his  father  would 
give  him  a  knock  side  o'  head;  then 
he'd  go  and  throw  at  snowbirds  or 
suthin'.  but  ponderin'  all  Ihe  while." 


ictlve  and  sir 
I  was  1 


lha 


bul  I  I'oiildn'l  rasslc  hlni  ilown.  His 
legs  was  too  long  for  me  to  throw 
him.  He  would  (ling  one  foot  upon 
my  shoulder  and  make  me  awing 
corners  swift,  nnd  his  arms  so  long 
and  strong.  My.  how  ho  I'ould  chop! 
His  ax  would  flash  and  bite  a  sugar 
tree  or  sycamore,  and  down  il  would 
come.  It  you  beard  him  fnllln'  trees 
in  a  clearin'  you  would  say  there  was 


threi 


Ihe  1 


fell.  But  he  never  was  sassy  or  (luar- 
relsome.  I've  seen  him  walk  Into  a 
crowd  of  aawln'  rowdies,  and  lell 
some  droll  yarn,  and  bust  them  nil  up. 
It  wna  the  same  when  he  was  a  law- 
yer; nil  eyes,  whenever  he  riz  were 
on  him;  there  was  a  suthin'  peculiar- 
some  about  him." 

"What  did  you  teach  him  to  write 
with?" 

"Sometimes  he  would  write  with  a 
piece  of  charcoal  or  the  p'Int  of  a 
burnt  stick  on  the  fence  or  floor.  We 
gol  a  little  paper  at  the  country  town, 
and  I  made  Ink  out  of  blackbury  hrlar 


to  Mary's  for  me,  so  I  ■ 
went  to  a  tavern  and  put  up.  Next  ; 
morning  1  went  up,  and  Abe  had  an 
I  armload  ot  indictments,  and  he  said,  ! 
^'tako  these  over  to  Stanton  and  he'll  I 
tlx  It.,'  I  said,  'Ahe,  I  don't  know  { 
I  where  the  piaguegonod  place  Is.'  So 
I  he  called  a  reporter  standlu'  by  and  | 
said:  'Take  those  to  Mr.  Stanton.'' 
I  Pretty  soon  Mr.  Stanton,  In  a  bob-  ' 
I  lail  coat,  came  In.  He  didn't  want  to  ! 
m  go;  but  Abe  was  kind  an'  made 
sign  "em.  When  Stanton  went 
out,  1  said:  'Abe.  it  I  was  as  big  as 
re.  I  would  take  Stanton  over  my 
knee  and  spank  him.'  He  laughed  and 
'it  Is  nat  easy  to  keep  my  Cahi- 
I  in  good  humor'  I  left  an'  came 
home  and  never  saw  him  again.  The 
next  spring  he  was  killed. 

'Wlien  did  you  hear  of  his  death?  " 
'The  day    after    he    was  shot.  I 
couldn't  believe  it.    I  went  about  say- 
ing surely  II  Isn't  so.    I  mind  It  all 
yesterday.  Twenty 


Grave  of  the  Father  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

m  BY  GEORGE  B.  BALCH 


In  a  low,  sweet  vale,  by  a  murmtiririi;  rill, 

The  Pioneer's  ashes  are  sleeping; 
Where  the  white  marbei  slabs  so  lonely  and  still, 

In  silence  iheir  vigils  are  keeping. 
On  their  sad.  lonely  faces  are  words  of  fame. 

But  none  of  these  spe;<k  of  his  e\ory  ; 
When  the  piojieer  died,  tiis  age  and  his  name, 

No  monument  whispers  the  st<  ry. 
No  myrtle,  nor  ivy,  nor  hyacinth  blows 

O  er  Ihe  lonely  trave  where  ihey  laid  him  ; 
No  cedar,  nor  hoily,  nor  almond  tree  crows 

Near  Ihe  pJel>ian's.grave  to  shade  him. 
Bright  evergreens  wave  over  many  a  grave. 

O'er  some  bow  the  sad  weepinu  willow  ; 
But  no  willow  trees  bow.  nor  tveigreens  v 
Where  the  pioneer  sleeps  on  his  pillow. 


folks 

arrested  In  Charleston,  nnd  1,  tor  their 
folks'  sake,  went  on  liurln'  the  war  to 
get  them  free,  for  it  was  host.  1  got 
White  House  Bur- 
led witli 

dorir  to  go  In,  and  a  reporter  Inn-, 
porter),  stopped  me  and  said;  'Wlio 
I  anid,  'Mr,  I. 
coin.'  Ho  said,  'You  I'an't  see  hini: 
ain'l  the  time  of  day  yd,'  I  said.  ' 

Illinois  for  nothin'."  He 
grinned  and  showed  me  Ilie  door  to 
his  ofllce.  Outside  was  a  heap  of  fel- 
lers waltin'  to  git  to  see  Ihe  Pri'sl- 
dent,  I  opened  llie  door  kinder  soft, 
and  at  the  other  end  of  a  big  room 
sat  Abe  al  an  old  di'sk  worth  ahoiil 
six  hits.  'Hey?'  1  hollored,  'you're  a 
pretly  President,  ain't  ye?'  He  looked 
up  and  said,  'Wfll.  nennls,  Is  Unit 

e  a  run  and  Ju 
ered  trie.  When  I  could  git  nbli'  to  talk 
I  said:  'T  don't  want  no  oflls.  Mie.' 
He  iUild,  'most  of  'ern  do  Dermis'  nnil 
smiled  kinder  tired.  I  lold  my  ernuid 
and  he  said  to  come  up  nexl  morning 
and  he  would  fix  lt._  We  Inlkoil  an 
hour  as  friendly  as  ever  about  long- 
ago  times,  then    he  told    me  to  go 


I  am  tree  to  say  Abe  wa 

So  I    bade  the  old    man  goodbye, 
pressing  once  more  the  palsied  hand 
lhat  gnlilP'l    ll>f  t^*^* 
Emancipation  Proclamation. 


TIIK  fUtsr  I'llLLMAS. 

The  first  all-Pullman-bnilt  car.  th<'  , 
Pioneer,  wna  used  to  carry  Ihe  widow  1 
nnd  the  children  of  President  Lincoln 
to  Ulluola  In  im. 


I  the  lives  uf  these  I 


Supplement  to  IKE  LESNA  EAGl^E,  Lincoln  AnniTersary  Edition,  1928. 

LINCOLN  WITH  HIS  PEOPLE 


The  following  Beminiscenoe  of  the  Martyred  President  By  R.  U.  OSBOKNE 
was  written  a  uumlier  of  years  ago. 


I  taught  school  in  FarnjiogtOD,  Colep,  Co.,  II].,  in  Ihe  winter  ofl860-GI- 
Thomas  LincOlo,  Abraham's  father,  bad  lived  there  and  was  buried  in  a  uearby 
cemetery.    His  widow,  step-mother  to  Mr.  Lincolc,  stiji  lived  in  the  village. 

Thomas  Liocoln  was  one  of  thofse  good  easy  souls  that  never  actomplisbed 
very  much  any  way;  just  drifted.  He  was  lespected  and  loved  for  his  kindly 
lieart  and  honest  life  but  as  a  business  mao  be  was  a  failure. 

The  step-mother  was  a  woman  of  ability  and  noble  character.  She  then 
Jived  with  Mrs.  Moore.  After  his  election  Mr.  Lincoln  came  on  a  visit  to  her, 
i  do  not  remember  who  accompanied  him,  probably  Col.  Chapman  of  Charles- 
ton.   He  so  overwhelmed  us  that  no  one  else  was  remembered. 

It  was  a  quiet,  private  visit.  Mr.  Lincoln  hvoided  all  announcement  of  it 
and  the  first  intimation  we  had  was  bis  presence.  No  doubt  he  had  tpent  many 
days  of  his  young  manhood  at  his  father's  home,  for  I  noticed  llie  people  were 
intimately  acquainted  with  iiim.  His  name  was  a  household  word  in  this  com- 
munity as  it  was  afterwards  in  the  Nation  A  charm  lingered  around  bis  pre- 
sence then  as  it  does  around  his  memory  now.  Hia  simplici'y,  personl  integi  itv 
and  real  ability  won  for  him  intense  love  of  his  people  as  in  after  life  he  made 
friends  among  bis  former  foes.  He  woo  the  hearts  of  this  little  hamlnt  as  lie 
afterwardb  won  the  respect  of  tlie  world  and  the  admiration  of  the  men  in  gray. 

His  uprightness  and  his  unflinching  hnne&ty  prepared  liim  to  be  ilie  emanci- 
pator of  a  race, the  saviour  of  the  country  and  the  historical  figure  of  ihe  tim^es. 
His  love  of  the  masses  was  a  passion  and  this  incident  narrated  here  verifies 
that  fact. 

The  tall,  ungainly  boy  and  noble  man  (now  President  elect)  was  their  pnde. 
Ail  the  people  flocked  to  see  "Our  Abe"  as  he  was  fondly  called.  The  young 
ladies  took  possession  of  the  home  and  vied  with  each  other  in  providing  cbter- 
tainment  for  the  man  whom  all  loved. 

Among  this  people,  his  old  friends,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  simplicity  itself.  He 
seemed  to  enjoy  it  so  much  that,  his  face  was  continually  litupwiiha  sunny 
smile.  All  were  at  their  ease.  There  was  no  thought  that  he  was  president- 
elect of  our  great  Nation;  in  fact,  we  continually  thought  of  the  man  who  was 
greater  than  the  oOine. 

I  was  very  much  ioteretted  in  his  reception  by  his  old  neighhorsand  friends. 
I  had  been  at  several  "swell  affairs"  and  oor,ed  tho  groat  formality  on  such  occa 
sions,  also  the  polite  and  studied  defei  ence  paid  in  great  m^n.  Here  it  wn-  all 
reversed.  Old  men  Riid  women  talked  to  M'-.  Lincoln  wiLli  the  confidence  ai  d 
assurance  of  loving  children  lu  a  great  familv  reunion. 

I  was  introduced  by  my  father-in  law,  David  Diyden,  with  the  remark  Ihnt 
I  had  been  beaten  for  circuit  clerk  in  i  lark  county  'I  hab  kindly  smile  came  to 
hi!,  face  as  he  took  my  hand  and  ssid  iu  his  quaint  way,  "You  must  pick  your 
flint  and  try  it  again."  Jt  was  not  the  words  but  the  manner  He  fastened  me 
to  him  with  hooks  of  steel.  I  thought  then  and  do  now  that  he  was  the  greatest 
man  living. 

He  was  preused  by  great  burdens,  rebellion  was  threatened,  as-a':Sln!ition 
was  urged  and  the  political  National  sky  was  dark.  On  him  wsis  the  taiii  as 
leader,  of  solving  ai-ight  these  grave  problems  yet,from  his  greai  heart  he  had 


The  Log^an  Cabin,  two  miles  from  Fornun^on,  where  Iiincoln  visited  his 
Parents,  and  vrhere  Thomas  Lincoln  died,  January  17,  1851. 
In  this  Cabin  Sarah  Buah  Lincoln  died  April  10,  1869. 


a  kino  word  for  me,  a  struggling,  discouraged  young  man.  I  sat  do«n  by  him 
in  friendly  converse  about  various  things,  as  though  we  were  old  friends.  Some 
matches  were  laying  on  the  table.  He  picked  one  up  and  remarked  ■'what  a 
blessing  these  little  peices  of  wood  are,  what  a  royal  invention.  What  a  bless- 
ing for  the  common  people."  His  mind  was  turned  to  any  thing  that  helped 
the  struggling  masses. 

The  old  friends  began  to  arrive.  I  sat  and  viewed  the  scene,  tt  was  a 
rare  treat.  There  wah  no  formality,  as  those  old  weather  beaten,  sometimes 
Doorly  clad,  men  and  women  came  in.  They  used  the  given  name  wbeu  tbe\- 
one  by  one  grasped  Mr.  Lincoln's  hand  and  said,  "How  are  you  AbeV  The 
response  came  "How  are  you  David,  John,  Nancy  V  and  eo  on.  He  knew  theiu 
all.  There  was  no  conventionality,  "just our  Abe."  They  would  have  resented 
anyone  calling  him  Mr.  Lincoln. 

It  was  very  plain  that  he  was  greatly  loyed  by  bis  people  He  was  among 
his  friends  and  his  face  ilt  up  again  with  that  kindly  smile  that  capivated  all 
hearts.  Many  a '-God  bless  you;  God  keep  you  safe,"  fell  upon  his  ear  from 
([uivering  lips  and  honest  hearts. 

I  noticed  the  cloud  of  sadness  lift  from  his  brow  and  there  was  hope  and 
real  enjoyment  portrayed  there.  I  enjoyed  this  rare  scene  and  wished  for  the 
limner's  art  that  I  might  put  it  on  cauvas. 

I  can  Bee  it  as  though  it  happened  yesterday;  it  was  so  indelibly  impressed 
on  memory's  tablet.  I  wish  some  artist  would  paint  this  scene:  "Lincoln  with 
his  friends."  How  those  honest,  humble,  God-feoring  people  adored  him.  He 
belonged  to  them.  They  could  not  spoil  bim.  They  gave  him  courage  and 
strength  for  the  great  struggle  before  him.  Their  prayers  followed  him  for 
they  were  a  praying  people.  Their  boys  went  out  at  his  call  and  their  blood 
■  tained  the  south- land  in  defense  of  the  land  ho  and  they  loved  so  well. 

Few  such  hours  fall  to  the  lot  of  auy  man.    The  company  was  small,  bui 


it  was  the  people  preparing  tteir  Moses  for  bis  leadership  in  the  cause  of  liber- 
ty and  the  re-establithment  jf  the  Republic. 

I  had  seen  and  beard  Mr,  Lincoln  before,  but  here  was  a  neiv  revelation: 
simple,  uuobtrusives  as  a  child,  but  grander  than  Uie  greatest.  It  ,.'as  nor,  hern 
woiship  but  a  tribute  to  moral  worth  and  intellectual  greatness.  It  was  tlie 
unuttered  thought— if  Lincoln  lives  the  country  will  bo  saved.  He  had  not  utter- 
ed the  words  yet.  but  they  were  the  outcome  of  his  life— "with  malice  towards 
none,  with  charity  Eur  all,  etc." 

I  wondered;  Why  such  power  over  men?  Why  such  implicit  trustv  One  look 
in  his  face  and  I  wondered  no  more  Every  true  man.  that  came  in  contact 
with  Mr.  Lincoln,  felt  Ibat  he  must  and  would  nrop  his  prejedice  sind  follow 
him;  assured  that  as  God  gave  hiin  to  see  the  right  he  would  do  the  right  1 
fell  under  the  spell,  but  cannot  explain  how  and  why — was  just  bnund  lo  him. 

There  are  some  races  no  artist  can  paint,  there  is  the  man  back  of  it  wh" 
shines  through  the  face,  which  they  can  not  catch  on  canvas-.  It  was  not  mere- 
ly the  rugced,  homely  face  outside,  but  the  man  lo'»king  out  throngU  il;  it  was 
not  lighted  with  anibitiin's  lire, or  psraoiial  greed;  but  rightaess  before  God  ami 
love  of  country  stamped  there  on. 

MoPtof  the  actors  in  this  drama  sleep  in  the  quiet  cburchyai-d,  but  lives 
were  touched  and  ioHoences  were  put  in  motion  that  will  never  perish. 


Three  residents  of  Pleasant  Grove  township.  George  T.  lialch.  Thomis  Al- 
lison and  Jobo  Best,  were  attending  school  in  farmington  at  the  time  Mr.  Lin- 
coln paid  bis  last,  visit  lo  his  relatives,  in  February  1861,  and  although  ibey 
were  at  that  time  small  children,  Mr. Lincoln  warmly  ibook  hands  with  them 
and  addressed  ihem  with  some  pleasant  rpmarks. 


Lincoln'^  Three  Log  Cabins. 


Thomas  Lincoln  mt)ved  from  Indidna 
to  Macon  county  in  1830  where  lie  was 
assisted  in  building  a  log  cabin  by  his 
son,  Abe,  and  Johu  Hanks,  In  18;^1 
he  moved  to  Buck  (Jrove,  a  portion  of 
the  C.  W.  Stephenson  farm,  where  he 
erected  his  first  log  cabia  in  Pleasant 
Grove  township.  His  son,  Abe,  on  his 
return  from  a  trip  to  Ne-w  OiUaiis, 
walked  from  St.  Louis  on  ;i  visit  to  his 
parents  antl  remained  with  iheni  thirty 
or  sixty  aays  when  be  went  to  New  Sa- 
lem. 

Herndoii's  Lincolo  says:  "Here  Abe 
did  uot  tarry  long,  but  lung  enough  lo 
dispose  most  effectually  uf  one  Daniel 
Needham,  a  famous  wrestler  who  had 
challenged  the  reiurned  boatman  to  a 
test  of  strength.  The  contest  took  place 
at  a  locality  known  as  Wabash  Point 
Abe  threw  his  antagonist,  twice  with 
comparative  uase.  and  thereby  demun- 
sirated  such  marked  strength  and  agil- 


ity as  to  render  him  forever  po|.ul;ir 
with  the  boys  of  that  neiybborh'iud. " 

Meredith  Needham.  Mattoun,  is  a 
nephew  of  the  IJanielNeedham  leferred 
to. 

hi  1831  Thomas  Lincoln  hnu^Ul  8ii 
[acres  OQe-hilf  mih;  s-mth  of  Lei-n;i 
where  he  erected  his  secund  iu.:  rubin 
I  in  Coles  county.  After  liviny  there  for 
some  lime  he  moved  to  the  Plumber 
place,  and  aft>erw  ti'ils  he  pi.i\lm.siMt 
eiyhty  acres  of  land  near  Parmingtun 
where  he  erected  his  tliird  l.ig  cabin  in 
Pleasant  Grove  township  auJ  ivlie>e  he 
died  January  17,  ISjl  and  was  buried  in 
the  Gordon  cjmetery  His  widow  con- 
tinued to  Wve  on  the  farm  wiLli  bersjn 
uotil  until  about  l3Gi  when  she  went  to 
live  witli  lelatives  alternately  io  Char- 
leston aod  Frtriuington.  Slie  died  April 
10,  1809,  aud  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her 
departeil  husbaud. 

It  should  be  borue  io  mind  that  all 
the  early  pioneers  Krst  built  log  cabtni 
fur  homKs.  t'rutftuui  to  1824  C  -lescoiiu- 
ty  was  a  wilderoess  waste. 


SHILOH 

LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  CLUB 

JANESVILLE,  ILL 

The  foMowiugare  the  pr^jseot  officers 
of  the  Shiloh  Lincoln  Memorial  Club; 

Harry  Jones   President. 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Whitacre  Vice- [jresident 

K.  B.  tlodgers    Sec.-Treas. 

Directors— R.  8.  Rodgers,  George 
Grimes.  L.  W.  Baker.  W.  K.  Pi  ice,-^J. 
A.  Grimes,  li.  H.  Baiter,  Sarry  Dailas, 
W.  F.  Reed.  Mrs.  R.  8.  Rodgers  and 
F.  A.  Whitacre. 

Life  membership  fee.  $1. 00 

The  Club  was  organized,  Novemijcr- 
19,  193i.  and  received  its  charter  frum 
the  state  December  5tb,  1022  Ihe 
monument  erecr.ed  to  the  memory  of 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bnsh  l.,iii- 
cnln  was  formally  dedicated  May  23, 
1023. 

We,  the  patrons  of  iheSIIILOH  LIN- 
COLN MEMORIAL  CLUB,  and  citi- 
zens of  tho  United  States, as  a  Uh-irter- 
ed  Association,  iu  order  to  care  for  Ihe 
Lincolo  graves  and  the  cemetei-y  where 
in  the  Liuculn  graves  are  situated  do 
adopt  the  following, Constitiou,  By-Laws 
aud  Rules  of  Order. 

ItlOTTO 

"Care  for  the  Graves  of  the  Dead  as 
YuuWould  Have  OtheisCare  for  You," 
CONSTITDTION 
ARTICLE  1.—NAM15 

This  Associatiou  shall  be  known  as 
the  SHLLOH  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL 
CLUB. 

ARTICLK  2.— OFFICERS 

Seo.  1.  The  officers  of  this  associa* 
tion  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice  Presi- 
deut.  Secretary-Treasurer  and  ten  (10) 
Directors. 

Sec.  2.  The  Officers  of  this  associa- 
tion shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  a  plural- 
ity of  the  votes  cast  being  necessary  to 
a  choice. 

Sec.  3.  Election  sluall  be  held  on 
January  15.  of  each  year,  the  date  of 
the  death  of  the  Father  of  the  martyr- 
ed president  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Sec.  4.  Ollicers  shall  be  installed  on 
the  date  of  tUeir  election  or  by  the  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer at  any  time  thereafter. 

Sec.  5.  Any  member  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  office  upon  filling  all  retjuirements 


Sec.  G.  Evi'.vy  ollinial  vacancy  ."iliall  be 
tilled  at  a  reg-Uar.  adj  mined  tir  call 
meeting  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
such  Vacancy  is  kno^vn. 

Sec.  7.  EacLi  ufficer  sh;ill  takecbai-ge 
of  all  boulis,  papei  s  and  ducunu-'nis  per- 
taining to  his  ufflcf  jind  shall  transmit 
on  retiring  fi'om  office 

Sec.  8.  All  uffijers  shall  be  olbcted 
f  ir  five  year*. 

ARTICLE  a.-DUrrKS  UF  OFFICERS 
Sec.  I.  The  presidentsliall  preside  at 
j  all  meeiings  uf  tbe  aSnuci;uinu,  i-all  :U( 
special  mc(;tlngs.  supply  all  teuipoinry 
vacancies  in  "utlicu  und  "pei  form  Fucii 
oibei-  duties  as  m  t\  devulve  upon  him. 

Sec.  2.  The  Vh-.c  I'l  .'eideiit.>h:ill  per- 
form the  duties  of  Ibe  L'resideut. 

SiiC.  3.  TbeSei,-retH.iy-Treasurershal| 
receive  all  money  of  Ihu  assuctatimi 
and  carry  ini  the  correspondence  nt  the 
same.  All  monoya  shall  be  paiil  out 
by  Secretarv-Ti  eaaurer  on  uidi  r  mudp 
hy  l^resident. 

Sec  4  It  shall  be  the  dutie*  of  thL- 
liirettt  n-R  to  defend  or  prnaecnte  xli 
claims  (if  ihi  associnl inn.  tn  pinmote 
the  general  ii  terest  tbi'reof,  to  contiul 
aud  manage  the  atTairs  and  funds  and 
to  l  ecommeid  by  ailoptioo  siicb  meas- 
ures :is  they  think  best  t>t  .secure  ttie 
nrusperily  of  the  association. 

ARTICLE  4. 
Any  person  on  the  appr  ival   of  Ihe 
board  ofrlirectors  maybe   eJiKible  to 
membership  and  entitled  tu  one  vjte  in 
peibou  or  by  cei  iified  pruxy. 

ARTICLE  5. 
ThisCunstitution  and  the  Bylaws  and 
rules  of  Older  lierfuotu  annexed  mciy  be 
altei-ed  or  amended  by  two-tluids  vnu> 
of  the  members  present. tr  their  ccj  tifi- 
ed  proxies  at  any  regular  meelins  oi- 
adjuui'ned  session  theieof. 

ARTICLE  6. 
This  constitution  and  by-laws  heie- 
uoto  annexed  or  such  portion  as  may 
be  adopted  nut  conflicting  with  t  be  triws 
of  the  State  or  the  United  States  vhall 
take  effect  and  be  iu  force  immedialeJv 
upou  its  adoption. 

BY-LAWS. 

ARTICLE  1.— MEETINGS 
Sec.  1.  ThisAssociation shall  hold  ilt 
regularannual  meeting  inbbilobChurch 
Building,  neat- cemeterv,  on  the  16lh 
day  of  January  of  each  year  at  one  o'- 
clock P.  M.  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Sec.  2.  At  reguUir  or  call  meetings 
five  members  shall  be  necessary  to  con- 
stitute a  quorum. 

Sec.  3.  For  special  orcalled  meetinps 
three  notices  shall  be  posted  in  public 
places  specifiing  the  time,  date  and  oli- 
ject  of  the  meeting. 

RULES  OF  ORDER 
Roberts  Rules  of  order  shall  be  au- 
thority on  all  points  of  parlimentarr 
practice. 


Abraham  Lincoln  Land  &  Cattle  Gonpanj,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1776  •  Springfield,  Illinois  62705 


nm 


TO 


INCLUDES: 

1   Legal  recordable  deed 

2.  Document  authenticating  Abraham  Lincoln  ownership 

3.  History  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  ''Forgotten  Farm" 


JACKIE  BACON 


COUNTY  CLERK  AND  RECORDER 


Coles  County  •  Charleston,  Illinois  61920 


May  27,  1976 

TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 

The  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  LAND  AND  CATTLE  COMPANY,  INC. 
is  the  owner  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Memorial  Farm  plat 
as  recorded  on  page  21  in  book  5  of  Plats  in  the  Coles 
County,  Illinois  Recorder's  office. 

Said  land  is  immediately  East  of  the  Lincoln  Log 
Cabin  State  Park,  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  Coles  County, 
Illinois,  and  was  for  many  years,  owned  by  Abraham  Lincoln, 
16th  President  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  part  of  a  farm  referred  to  locally  as  the  "Abe 
40"  of  the  Lincoln  family  Goose  Nest  family  farm. 


JACKIE  BACON,  being  first  duly  sworn,  states  that  she 
is  the  duly  elected  Coles  County,  Illinois  Recorder  of 
Charleston,  Illinois  and  that  she  has  read  the  above 
statement  by  her  subscribed  and  that  she  is  familiar  with 
the  contents  thereof  and  that  same  is  true  and  correct 
with  the  records  of  her  officX3 


STATE  OF  ILLINOIS  ) 
COUNTY  OF  COLES  ) 


SS. 


Service  Is  Our  Business  .  .  .  You  Are  Always  Welcome  At  Your  County  Clerk's  Office 


abrahan  Lincoln  Land  &  Cattle  Company,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1776  •  Springfield,  Illinois  62705  •  217-753-4005 
October  Twenty  Eighth 

'      '      '  ^11 

Mr.   Richard  P.  Toft 

Vice  President    

Lincoln  National  Sales  Corporation 
1301  South  Harrison  Street 
Fort  Wayne,    Indiana  46801 

Dear  Mr.  Toft: 


1975 


Office  of  R.  P.  Toft 


Enclosed,  with  our  compliments,  please  find 
a  piece  of  American  History  with  your  name  on  it. 

You  now  have  an  undivided  interest ( equivalent 
to  one  square  inch)  in  the  only  farm  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  ever  owned;  and,  as  stated  on  your  deed,  you 
have  access  to  the  entire  lot. 

Also  in  your  deed  package  is  a  history  of  the 
Lincoln  Farm(also  suitable  for  framing) and  an  affi- 
davit from  the  Coles  County ( Illinois ) Clerk  attesting 
to  the  historical  authenticity  of  your  property. 

Your  deed  is  individually  numbered  and  can  be 
registered  or  recorded  in  your  name.     We  hope  you  en- 
joy your  authentic  link  with  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his 
family. 

Best  wishes, 
ABRAHAM  LINCO 
&  CATTLE/CQ 

Raymori^  W . 
President 

RWP:bcp 
End. 


Member  of  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  Foundation 


History  of  Abraham  Linooln's 
"Forgotten  Farm" 

Although  Abraham  Lincohn  owned  other  properties  in  his  lifetime,  only  one  of  them — to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge — was  ever  farmed  by  his  father,  Thomas  Lincoln  This  was  the  "Abraham  Forty,"  or  the 
Abiahaiii  Lincoln  "Forgolten  L.irni."  I  Ins  idculK.il  propcilx  <\ciim,ill\  punc.-l  lo  be  the  onh  ir.il  csl.ilc  owned 

lor  the  loii<!;cst  period  of  nine  in  the  .uiii.il  name  ol  ihe  SiMeenth  I'rcsidcni  ol  the  L'inted  Slates. 
I'lie  foit\-acre  p.iicel  w.is  pin  i  ll,l^e<l  liom  the  (.o\erinnenl  in  IH.'IT  b\  john  Davis  Johnston,  stepson  ol  Abraham 

Lincoln's  latliei.  I'lioinas,  rhoinas  Lincoln  lioiii^ht  ii  Iroin  joliiivion  in  1X40  lor  S,")().  When  Thomas  loiind 
hiinsell  in  Hnancial  dillic  nines  less  ili.m  a  \c.ir  l.iiei.  his  diililiil  son   Miialiain.  Iiouirlit  the  lorl\  acies  lor  $200, 
allovvint;  his  lather  .ind  siepinolhei ,  S.irali  Biisli  Lincoln,  lilelime  estate. 
I  homas  Lincoln  died  in  1H5I  .ind  Abiah.ini  lesisied  elloi  ts  In  )<)hnsion  to  sell  the  Abr.iham  Lort\  (lor  Johnston's 

bene(it),  holdiiiij;  l.isl  to  his  promist.  to  provide  lor  the  uidow 
Lhe  propertN'  tcmained  in  Abi.iliain  Lincoln's  n.iinc  even  ,dier  his  .issassin.iiion  iii  I  ,Sli5  beiaiisi  ilu  deed  clearly 
leseived  this  panel  lor  the  personal  use  ol  his  p.nenis.  .'^.ii.ili  l.liuolii  livetl  until  Ifso').  \i  Iki  eii  p' 'ii  liei  j^randson, 
John  |.  Hall,  (ontiiuied  to  I, inn  tin  l.md  .iliait;  wiili  his  ,,uii  adjacent  ,ki  es. 
Kinalh,  in  IHcSS,  Hall  seitiied  title  to  the  .Ahi.ihain  f'oiix  h\  le.ison  ol  iiiidispuied  '  possession  lor  mote  than 

twenlv  \eais. 

.\ncestois  of  the  preseni  ow  ners  ])inc  liased  the  pnipei  t\  in  U)  1  I   B\  then  it  was  the  "Foi  gotten  f  ai  in"  ol 
.Ahrahani  Lincoln,  l  he  .\brahani  Koii\  is  still  being  fanned. 


'••cPOi' 

SEAL  )il 


The  Ahrahani  I'nrlv  /i  li'gully  ii<. 
Quaricr  of  [he  Southeast  Quurh.'  oi  . 
in  Township  TIcvcn  (II)  North,  Ro" 
Third  Principal  /Me 

Located  approx.  8  miles 
south  of  Charleston,  Illinois 


V  lhe  !\'orihea-'! 
■J  I'l!  !:ust  01  the 


Wayne  C.  Temple,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.A. 
Springfield,  Illinois 


all  c"isii,lV;4;;„t'm,'TnT"''                                               "'•  II""  ll>c  co,»i,la;,li!'n  p',';" l  ',,'        o!n,'"vam                           "'  I"""'' 

Aii\  prin  isinns  ol         tiun  c\"iti(  i-  or  rli    i  '"t'lUs  u  liun  inny  Ih-  le\  icil  licr  ciiltcr  iiiinii  iliis  ])i*(ii)criv 

I""''"™"™"""'  '-''"'^  « II-   «  i-n-i-  -  ,„ 

"JJ'^s^Hiss^^   r  r:  ^"  -  ■    -  ^"-^  -   

 'I    ">  II-  M„„a,„„  „i  .^sSr:z::i:l;"''3^'"-"x :;"  ^   "■  ''^       1---  >" 

7-,„  ,    ■   ^^^^  ..AD  11176, 

;W;*„  ABRAHAM  U^-,LN  LAND     CAT;r,.E  COM PANV,  INC, 


' '  "'  • I  ' ""."/"  "/  ,/,„„  lm,m.  Vf        n    ^  ')   -T^ /I 

About  the  Property  A„„,    t  /y^  ^      ,  7f  /l  H  ,^t_l. 

■0  .he  Lincoln  Log  Cabin  S.a.e  Pa,  k  and  is  a?       „m  "err  ermf  ^1  if  he  'lT^i'^m  '        m  ^'^^  "'  "P"  '^  ''^ 

approx.malely  ,en  miles  north  of  the  in.erseairof  s"a le  Ro  '"'T'  "ig''™)' ^nd  is  located 

IS  located  approximately  ten  miles  southeast  ofthlime  section  ors™^  """'^^         ^'eenup,  Illinois  and 

Lot  1  consists  of  one  acre  in  ihe  AbrahiT  1  nco  n  Fn  m  pf  ,  c  ,  Interstate  Route  57  near  Matloon,  Illinois, 
yotir  undivided  interest  mav  be  regarld  as  berng  Z  a len wo  o n^^        "  "'7'  l"?  '^-'^""^  '"'h"  -e. 

undivided  interesi  (tenancy  in  common)  ^  equualen,  to  one  square  inch  ol  the  one  acre  tract  in  which  you  have  an 

promtiS^"b7ij;:  or ^rfnj^;:;::e°uncrs:x^^;!:^T  tf  °' ^-'7'  --""^  '■"^^ 

(24  cfr..  §1710.13).  The  purchaser  is  advi;ed  '  ha '  ,L  purcln  °^  """^'"8         ^'"■•<"  Development 

which  IS  less  than  SI 00.00  Do  not  ))ay  more  '  ^  conveyance  must  be  in  .in  amoiini  of  money 


in  lAe   ti^A^f  aa  ^o*/ 
/Ae 

ti^At.  .  . 


....  ....     8  small,  historically 

ThIS  deed  to  si|nificant  ptiin  of 


Presented  to: 

BIWiraU  best  wishes 
from 


Bulletin  of  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  .  .  .  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Editor 
Published  each  month  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  In».urance  Company,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Number  1487   FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA  January,  1962 


EXTREME  WEATHER  CONDITIONS  DURING  LINCOLN'S 
RESIDENCE  IN  RURAL  ILLINOIS 


P'rom    the    Lincoln    National    Life  Foundation 


Lincoln's  Springfield  Home 

This  photograph  of  Lincoln's  Springfield,  Illinois,  home  was  taken  by 
A.  J.  Whipple  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  pi-obably  during  the  1860  presi- 
dential campaign.  The  photograph  was  copyrighted  in  the  year  1865  by 
Charles  Desilver  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  (Meserve  number  24). 

A  lightening  rod  attached  to  the  chimney  on  the  left  is  plainly  visible 
in  this  remarkably  sharp  photograph. 

"The  Perfect  Squelch" 

For  many  years  The  Saturday  Evening  Post  has  featured  in  their  weekly  issues  short 
articles  entitled,  "The  Perfect  Squelch"  and  the  story  about  "Lincoln  and  the  lishtenins? 
rod"  could  easily  fit  into  the  above  mentioned  category. 

In  1836  Lincoln  became  a  candidate  to  succeed  himself  in  the  Illinois  leRisIature.  and 
because  this  was  a  presidential  election  year  there  was  some  acrimony  in  the  campaign. 
During  his  third  race  for  office  a  public  discussion  was  to  be  held  amons  the  opposing 
candidates,  to  take  place  at  the  court  house  at  Sprinttfield,  and  Lincoln  among  others  was 
invited  to  speak. 

This  was  Lincoln's  first  appearance  "on  the  stump"  at  the  county  seat.  As  Lincoln 
rode  into  SprinKfield  on  horseback  with  his  friends  they  passed  the  fine  new  home  of 
one  of  the  tow/n's  leading  lawyers,  GeorKe  Farquer.  This  attorney  had  recently  left  the  Whii^ 
party  and  upon  beeomins  a  Democrat  had  received  from  President  Jackson  the  appoint- 
ment of  Register  of  the  Land  Office. 

As  Lincoln  rode  by  the  Farquer  home  he  was  very  much  impressed  with  the  novelty 
of  a  liKhtenins  lod  on  the  fine  house  and  there  ensued  a  discussion  of  the  manner  in  which 
it  protected  the  house  from  being  struck  by  lightening.  This  was  the  first  lightening  rod 
that  Lincoln  had  ever  seen. 

Once  the  court  house  meeting  got  underway,  and  after  quite  a  number  of  politicians 
were  heard  from,  it  fell  to  Lincoln  to  close  the  discussion.  The  reports  are  that  he  spoke 
with  great  ability.  Thereupon.  Farquer,  though  not  a  candidate  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
speak  for  the  Democrats  in  reply  to  Lincoln.  This  Jackson  appointee  was  a  forceful  speaker, 
and  he  attacked  and  ridiculed  the  young  legislator  from  New  Salem.  Turning  to  Lincoln 
he  said,  "This  young  man  must  be  taken  down,  and  I  am  truly  sorry  that  the  task  devolves 
on  me.  Farquer,  then,  with  an  assumption  of  superiority,  ridiculed  ''the  person,  dress, 
and  arguments"  of  Lincoln. 

Lincoln  stood  calm,  but  from  all  accounts  his  countenance  indicated  his  indignation. 
As  soon  as  Farquer  had  finished  his  harangue  Lincoln  took  the  stand  and  among  other  things 
said  that  "the  gentleman  commenced  his  speech  by  saying  that  'this  young  man',  alluding 
to  me,  'must  be  taken  down.'  I  am  not  so  young  in  years,  as  I  am  in  the  tricks  and  the 
trades  of  a  politician,  but,'  said  he  pointing  to  Farquer,  'live  long  or  die  young,  I  would 
rather  die  now,  than,  like  the  gentleman,  change  my  politics,  and  with  the  change  receive 
an  office  worth  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  then.'  continued  he,  'then  feel  obliged 
to  erect  a  lightening-rod  over  my  house  to  protect  a  guilty  conscience  from  an  offended 
God". 


The  Deep  Snow  1830-1831 

An  historical  study  worthy  of  some- 
ones  time  and  effort  could  be  developed 
concerning  Lincoln  and  the  weather.  A 
scholarly  scientific  study  entitled  "Lincoln- 
Douglas  The  Weather  as  Destiny"  by  Wil- 
liam F.  Peterson  was  published  in  1943 
by  Charles  C.  Thomas  of  Springfield, 
Illinois.  This  book  deals  with  the  "environ- 
mental forces  that  affect  the  life  of  man" 
and  Lincoln  and  Douglas  were  used  by 
the  author  as  case  histories. 

Practically  all  of  the  Lincoln  biogra- 
phers mention  "The  Deep  Snow"  that  fell 
on  Illinois  between  Christmas  1830  and 
January  1831.  However,  for  want  of  space 
the  details  of  the  very  extraordinary 
phenomenon  are  not  given.  Needless  to 
state  the  deep  snow  of  1830-1831  has 
received  ample  treatment  by  several  Illi- 
nois historians.  The  deep  snow  was  "one 
of  the  land-marks  of  the  early  settler." 
It  was  "his  mile-stone  from  which  he 
counts  in  dating  preceding  and  succeding 
events.  He  reckons  the  date  of  his  coming, 
his  marriage,  and  the  births  of  his  chil- 
dren, from  it." 

This  phenomenon  is  of  significance  in 
the  study  of  the  life  of  Lincoln,  because 
of  it,  he  was  hidden  for  months  from  view. 
This  was  the  period  of  Lincoln's  life  when 
he  was  buffeted  by  fierce  environmental 
forces  and  enjoyed  few  creative  comforts. 

The  snow  fell  all  over  central  Illinois  to 
a  depth  of  fully  three  feet  on  a  level,  and 
Macon  County  where  Lincoln  resided  felt 
the  full  brunt  of  the  storm.  The  strong 
winds  of  the  prairie  sometimes  caused 
the  snow  to  drift  to  a  depth  of  twenty 
feet.  On  top  of  the  snow  there  came  a 
rain,  with  the  temperature  so  cold  that 
it  froze  as  it  fell,  forming  a  crust  of 
ice  over  the  snow.  Then  on  top  of  the  ice 
there  fell  a  few  inches  of  light  snow.  One 
historian  stated  that  it  snowed  every  day 
for  two  months.  The  snow  was  so  deep 
that  in  many  places  stake  and  rider  rail 
fences  disappeared  from  view.  Of  course, 
at  this  early  date  no  scientific  meterologi- 
cal  data  was  recorded.  According  to  early 
residents  there  were  weeks  when  the  sun 
was  not  visible  and  then  the  cloudy  sky 
changed  to  a  clear  sky  and  the  wind  from 
the  northwest  blew  with  extraordinary 
ferocity.  For  about  two  weeks  or  more  the 
temperature  was  not  higher  than  twelve 
degrees  below  zero.  Perhaps  the  lowest 
the  temperature  went  was  twenty  to 
twenty-five  degrees  below  zero. 

How  the  Lincolns  (Thomas,  Sarah, 
Abraham  and  John  D.  Johnston)  eked  out 
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LINCOLN  LORE 


an  existence  in  their  small  log  hut  eight  miles  southwest 
of  Decatur  can  only  be  imagined.  About  all  the  settlers 
in  that  locality  had  to  eat  was  boiled  corn,  salt  pork  and 
pounded  meal.  Numerous  devices  were  used  to  reduce 
the  corn  into  meal  fine  enough  to  be  baked  into  bread. 

John  W.  Smith  in  his  "History  of  Macon  County,  Illi- 
nois, From  Its  Organization  To  1876,"  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, 1876,  related  an  incident  in  connection  with  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  during  the  winter  of  the  deep  snow: 

"Late  in  the  winter,  Mr.  Lincoln  and  John  Hanks,  with 
great  difficulty  made  their  way  across  the  Sangamon  to 
a  horse  mill  owned  by  Robert  Smith,  five  and  a  half 
miles  southwest  of  Decatur,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
some  corn  ground.  They  found  Mr.  S.  in  the  field  gather- 
ing corn.  He  had  succeeded  in  getting  a  road  opened  to 
the  field,  and  would  drive  a  yoke  of  oxen,  attached  to  a 
sled,  to  the  end  of  the  road,  lift  the  sled  around,  turning 
the  cattle  in  the  direction  from  which  they  came,  and 
then,  with  baskets  gather  the  corn  that  was  exposed  above 
the  snow,  and  carry  it  and  deposit  it  in  the  sled.  Mr.  S. 
was  engaged  at  this  when  Mr.  Lincoln  was  asked  if  he 
had  to  labor  under  such  difficulties  on  his  side  of  the 
river,  'Yes,'  said  he,  'we  have  to  do  worse  than  that,  for 
we  have  used  up  all  of  our  corn,  and  now  have  to  go  to 
our  neighbors  for  assistance.'  " 

With  the  temperature  so  low  few  settlers  would  venture 
from  their  cabins  except  for  firewood  and  food.  The  snow 
came  so  early  in  the  season  that  it  caught  many  of  the 
farmers  with  nearly  all  of  their  corn  in  the  fields.  In 
that  day  it  was  the  practice  of  farmers  to  leave  the 
corn  on  the  stalks  and  to  gather  it  from  time  to  time 
when  needed,  but  with  the  deep  snow  it  was  difficult 
to  harvest  enough  to  keep  their  stock  from  dying.  Several 
men  throughout  the  state  who  were  away  from  home 
when  the  storm  began  were  lost.  The  remains  of  hunters, 
with  their  horses  and  dogs,  that  perished  in  the  snow 
were  found  the  following  spring. 

So  completely  did  the  snow  cover  the  prairie  that 
all  kinds  of  wild  game  perished.  Deer,  quail,  prairie 
chickens  and  turkey  were  almost  exterminated.  The  deep 
ice  covered  snow  was  particularly  hazardous  for  the 
deer,  who  ran  by  a  succession  of  leaps  and  the  faster 
they  ran  the  greater  would  be  the  force  with  which  their 
feet  struck  the  crust.  Often  when  pursued  by  wolves  or 
dogs  they  would  break  through  the  ice  and  would  be 
caught  and  killed  in  the  snow.  Of  the  wild  animals  the 
wolves  had  the  best  chance  of  survival  because  they 
did  not  break  through  the  ice  crust  in  the  pursuit  of 
the  deer.  Never  again  was  deer  plentiful  in  Illinois  after 
the  deep  snow. 

The  deep  snow  of  1830-1831  was  not  the  first  one 
according  to  an  Indian  tradition.  Early  white  settlers  in 
Illinois  often  found  large  quantities  of  buffalo  bones 
located  on  the  higher  elevations  of  prairie  land.  The 
explanation  for  this,  according  to  Indian  tradition,  was  a 
deep  snow  about  the  year  1800.  The  buffalo  herds  natur- 
ally sought  the  higher  ground  where  the  snow  was 
thinnest  and  there  they  perished  from  cold  and  hunger. 
Other  Indian  legends  tell  of  a  deep  snow  that  occurred 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  years  before  the  settlement  of 
the  white  man. 

But  how  did  Lincoln  cope  with  this  environmental 
force?  According  to  John  Hanks  who  made  a  statement 
for  William  H.  Herndon  who  was  collecting  information 
for  a  biography  of  the  sixteenth  president,  "Abraham 
during  the  winter  of  1830-1831  walked  three  miles  and 
made  a  thousand  rails  for  Major  Warnick."  There  are 
some  discrepancies  in  this  statement.  Perhaps  Lincoln 
split  the  rails  for  the  farm  on  which  he  resided  but  he 
did  not  cross  the  Sangamon  to  work  for  Warnick,  as 
that  pioneer  farmer  did  not  purchase  the  farm  in  ques- 
tion until  1833. 

Perhaps  Lincoln  did  cross  the  Sangamon  River  oc- 
casionally and  in  February  1831  he  is  reported  to  have 
broken  through  the  ice  and  gotten  his  feet  wet.  Tradition 
relates  that  he  froze  his  feet  and  that  Mrs.  Warnick  put 
them  in  the  snow  to  take  out  the  frostbite  and  then  rubbed 
them  "with  grease,  perhaps  'rabit  ile'." 

In  the  spring  with  the  thaw  melting  the  immense 
amount  of  snow,  the  rivers  and  streams  were  very  high, 
and  it  was  almost  as  difficult  to  get  from  place  to  place 
as  is  was  during  the  winter.  T.  G.  Onstot  said  that 
"the  waters  raised  till  they  measured  higher  than  they 
ever  had  before  or  since  the  days  of  Noah's  flood." 

The  hard  winter  of  1830-1831  must  have  caused  con- 


siderable discontent  in  the  Lincoln  cabin.  Thomas  wanted 
to  return  to  Indiana  and  Abraham,  John  D.  Johnston 
and  John  Hanks  would  soon  be  making  their  way  by 
canoe  down  the  river  from  Decatur  to  old  Sangamon 
Town  (seven  miles  northwest  of  Springfield)  to  build 
a  flatboard  for  Denton  Offutt.  By  April  18th,  Lincoln 
was  on  his  second  journey  to  New  Orleans. 

Every  person  in  Illinois  who  was  born  before  the 
winter  of  the  deep  snow  was  called  a  "Snow  Bird."  At 
old  settlers'  meetings  members  were  given  snow  bird 
badges  and  T.  G.  Onstot  who  wrote  "Pioneers  of  Men- 
ard and  Mason  Counties",  1902,  stated  that  he  prized 
his  badge  so  highly  that  he  "would  not  trade  it  for  a 
hundred  wild  turkeys  running  at  large  in  Oregon." 

Was  Lincoln  ever  called  a  "Snow  Bird"  by  his  con- 
temporaries? If  so,  such  an  appellation  has  not  come  to 
the  notice  of  his  biographers. 

Meteoric  Shower  1833 

When  Lincoln  was  residing  in  New  Salem,  Illinois,  he 
probably  witnessed  a  meteoric  shower  on  the  night 
of  November  13,  1833.  In  Lawrence  B.  Stringer's  "His- 
tory of  Logan  County,  Illinois,"  Chicago,  Illinois,  1911, 
this  phenomenon  is  described  as  follows:  "From  mid- 
night until  daylight,  there  was  a  blaze  of  meteors,  as 
thick  as  snow-flakes  and  apparently  everything  was  on 
fire.  Some  thought  the  end  of  the  world  had  come  and 
many  got  together  and  held  prayer  meetings." 

Stringer's  "History  of  Logan  County,  Illinois"  also 
contains  a  statement  by  Robert  Cass,  one  of  the  pioneers 
who  witnessed  the  spectacle:  "Rising  early  as  was  my 
custom,  I  had  proceeded  but  a  little  way  from  the 
house,  when  I  discovered  all  the  stars  apparently  in 
motion,  shooting  here  and  there,  with  a  brilliancy  that 
lit  up  the  heavens  and  earth.  This  continued  until  the 
sun  rose." 

The  Sangamo  Journal  of  November  16,  1833,  carried 
the  following  comment  on  the  phenomenon:  "At  three 
o'clock  a.m.  the  whole  atmosphere  was  lit  up  by  what 
appeared  to  be  the  falling  of  myriads  of  meteors  or 
shooting  stars.  At  times  the  appearance  was  not  inaptly 
compared  to  the  falling  of  a  shower  of  fire.  The  air  was 
entirely  calm  and  free  from  clouds.  The  scene  presented 
was  one  of  extraordinary  sublimity  and  excited  intense 
admiration  in  all  who  beheld  it." 

Practically  nothing  is  known  of  Lincoln  activities 
during  the  month  of  November,  1833,  (he  did  witness  a 
deed  with  Bowling  Green  given  by  Silas  Watkins  to 
Charles  Bell  on  November  29)  but  one  can  surmise 
that  he  did  watch  the  meteoric  shower,  which  must  have 
been  the  chief  topic  of  discussion  in  his  village  for 
several  days  following  the  event. 

High   Water  1835 

The  greatest  rainfall  that  occurred  in  Illinois  (mete- 
orological records  were  not  recorded  until  1875)  was  in 
the  year  1835.  As  no  meteorological  records  are  available 
there  is  no  way  to  estimate  the  number  of  inches  of 
rainfall  except  by  the  reports  of  high  water  in  the 
rivers  and  creeks.  John  W.  Smith  in  his  "History  of 
Macon  County,  Illinois"  (1876)  stated  that  "the  Sanga- 
mon is  said  to  have  been  higher  than  at  the  breaking 
up  of  the  deep  snow  in  the  spring  of  1831,  or  at  any 
time  since."  The  rains  began  in  the  early  spring  and 
continued  throughout  the  early  summer.  Very  few  crops 
were  harvestered  in  some  localities  and  hogs  were  fat- 
tened upon  mast,  and  those  that  were  not  slaughtered 
for  food  subsisted  upon  acorns  in  the  winter.  Cattle 
wintered  upon  the  buds  of  trees  which  were  cut  down 
for  their  food. 

In  early  July  of  1835  there  were  a  great  many  hard 
rains  and  thunderstorms  that  were  unexcelled  for  their 
severity.  On  August  17,  1835  Matthew  S.  Marsh  who 
lived  near  New  Salem  wrote:  "On  the  night  of  the  17th 
of  August  a  tornado  passed  over  this  place,  laid  the 
fences  flat,  rooted  up  the  trees,  blew  down  corn  and 
done  other  damage.  The  next  morn  by  daylight  as  I  was 
putting  up  my  fence,  two  great  wolves  walked  along  un- 
concerned within  50  yards  of  me." 

In  1835  the  Illinois  prairies  were  then  undrained 
and  in  some  parts  of  the  state  during  the  summer  they 
resembled  large  lakes.  The  land  was  unimproved  in 
those  days  and  as  there  were  no  drains  to  carry  the 
water  off  rapidly  the  rivers  remained  flooded  a  longer 
period  than  they  do  at  the  present  time.  Perhaps  it  was 
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extreme  conditions  such  as  these  that 
had  caused  many  people  to  believe 
that  steamboat  traffic  up  the  Sang-a- 
mon  was  feasible.  Undoubtedly  the 
Sangamon  would  have  been  easy  to 
navigate  in  the  spring  of  1831  and 
during  the  summer  months  of  1835. 
However,  when  Captain  Vincent  A. 
Bogue  attempted  to  revolutionize  the 
freight  business  on  the  Sangamon 
River  in  the  early  spring  of  1832  the 
results  were  not  encouraging.  While 
the  Talisman  with  the  aid  of  two 
pilots,  Abraham  Lincoln  and  J.  Rowan 
Herndon,  did  move  up  the  Sangamon, 
passed  New  Salem  and  Sangamo  Town 
to  Portland  Landing,  there  was  con- 
siderable apprehension  that  the  steam- 
boat would  not  be  able  to  make  the 
return  trip  due  to  receding  water. 

After  a  week  at  Portland  Landing 
Captain  Bogue  was  compelled  to 
back  out  the  steamboat  (the  channel 
v/as  too  narrow  to  negotiate  a  turn) 
in  great  haste  the  entire  distance. 
Except  during  floods  the  Sangamon 
River  was  not  navigable  in  a  prac- 
tical sense  and  no  other  enterprising 
river  boat  captain  ever  attempted 
to  duplicate  the  voyage  of  Vincent 
A.  Bogue. 

The  Sudden  Change  December  20,  1836 

The  sudden  change  in  temperature 
that  occurred  in  Illinois  on  December 
20,  1836  has  been  recorded  in  many 
local  state  histories.  It  has  been  esti- 
mated that  the  cold  wave,  coming 
from  the  northwest,  traveled  a  dis- 
tance of  three  hundred  miles  in  eight 
and  one  half  hours,  or  about  thirty- 
five  miles  an  hour.  However,  others 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  cold 
wave  traveled  at  least  seventy  miles 
an  hour. 

The  morning  of  December  20th  was 
so  warm  that  it  is  believed  that  a 
thermometer  would  have  indicated 
forty  degrees  above  zero,  possibly 
higher.  A  pioneer  by  the  name  of 
Preston  Breckinridge  gave  John  Car- 
roll Power  a  detailed  account  of  the 
phenomenon  when  he  was  compiling 
information  for  his  book,  "History  of 
the  Early  Settlers  of  Sangamon  Coun- 
ty, Illinois":  "He  had  just  taken  his 
dinner,  and  was  sitting  near  a  window, 
between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  in  view  of  a  pool  of  water, 
ten  or  twelve  inches  deep.  He  heard 
a  terrific  roaring  sound.  Suddenly 
the  rain  ceased,  and  it  became  quite 
dark.  The  first  touch  of  the  blast 
scooped  all  the  water  out  of  the  pool. 
Some  of  it  returned,  but  in  a  moment 
it  was  blown  out  again,  and  scattered 
in  frost  and  ice,  leaving  the  pool 
empty,  and  the  bottom  frozen  dry. 
He  said  it  had  been  raining  slowly  all 
the  fore  part  of  the  day,  and  so 
warm  that  he  thinks  a  thermometer 
would  have  stood  as  high  as  forty 
degrees  above  zero  .  .  .  and  that  the 
first  touch  of  the  tempest  would  have 
brought  it  down  to  zero  in  a  second  of 
time." 

T.  G.  Onstot  in  his  book,  "Pioneers 
of  Menard  and  Mason  Counties"  er- 
roneously stated  that  the  "cold  day" 
was  in  December,  1837.  Onstot  also 
made  the  unbelievable  remark  that 
"The  mercury  fell  100  degrees  in  less 
than  five  minutes."  Perhaps  the  merc- 
ury (if  there  had  been  a  thermometer) 
did   fall   to   20   degrees   below  zero 


Editor's  Note:  Nearly  every  week  since  1949 
several  letters  are  addressed  to  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation  iniiuirins  about  the 
authenticity  of  the  "You  Cannot  .  .  ."  axioms 
attributed  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  Lincoln 
Lore,  Number  1085,  January  23.  1950.  "Axioms 
Credited  to  Lincoln.  Unauthentic",  the  editor 
of  the  bulletin  attempted  to  settle  once  and 
for  all  the  fact  that  Lincoln  was  not  the 
author  of  the  ten  point  quotation.  However,  the 
brand  "spurious"  has  not  checked  the  Browing 
interest  in  the  axioms. 

In  order  that  attention  may  ayain  be  focused 
on  the  spurious  claim  of  authorship  the  above 
mentioned  Lincoln  Lore  is  reprinted.  How- 
ever, since  this  issue  of  Lincoln  Ixire  was  pub- 
lished in  1950,  it  has  been  discovered  that  the 
Rev,  William  ,J.  H.  Boetcker  of  Erie,  Pennsyl- 
vania wrote  the  axioms  and  that  they  were 
first  published  by  him  in  191H.  He  also  used 
them  in  other  pamphlets  in  1917,  1938  and 
1945.  In  1942  the  ten  axioms  were  published 
by  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Govern- 
ment with  the  credit  line  "Inspiration  of  Wm. 
.J.  H.  Boetcker"  with  an  authentic  tiuotation  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  other'  side  of  the 
sheet  entitled  '"Lincoln  on  Limitation."  When 
a  later  edition  of  the  leaflet  was  pr  inted  by  the 
committee  they  left  off  the  name  of  Boetcker-. 
This  and  subsequent  editions  were  then  pub- 
lished which  lead  readers  to  assume  that  the 
words  of  both  sides  of  the  sheet  were  the 
words   of  Lincoln. 

The  arresting  title  of  this  editor's  note 
"Lincoln  Never  Said  That"  is  borrowed  fr-om 
Albert  A.  Woldman's  arti"le  that  appeared  in 
Harpcr'n  Mana^inc  for  May  1950.  Woldman 
wrote,  "Ther'e  was  no  reason  for  Lincoln  to 
say  any  of  these  things  .  .  .  the  words  do  not 
r'inK  tr'ue  .  .  .  They  were  made  to  order'  for 
pi-esent  day  consumption." 

In  order  that  this  bulletin  may  do  something 
more  than  call  attention  to  the  error-  in  author- 
ship made  inadver-tently,  we  are  submitting;  in 
bold  type,  under  each  of  the  axioms  prepared 
by  the  Committee  for  Constitutional  Govern- 
ment, genuine  statements  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
properly  authenticated  which  do  at  least  carry 
the  sentiments  exjiressed  by  the  widely  cir-. 
culated  axioms. 

The  reprint  of  a  portion  of  Lincoln  Lore, 
Number  1085.  January  23,  1950,  "Axioms 
Credited  to   Lincoln,   Unauthentic"  follows: 

1.  You  cannot  bring  about  pros- 
perity by  discouraging  thrift. 

"Property  is  the  fruit  of  labor — is  desir- 
able— is  a  positive  good  in  the  world.  That 
some  should  be  rich,  shows  that  others  may 
become  rich,  and  hence  is  just  encouragement 
to  industry  and  enterprize." 

Washington,    March    21,  1S64 

2.  You  cannot  strengthen  the  weak 
by  weakening  the  strong. 

"We  proposed  to  give  all  a  chance;  and  we 
expected  the  weak  to  grow  stronger,  the  ignor- 


which  would  have  been  a  drop  of  60 
degrees  in  a  period  of  five  minutes. 

There  are  many  fantastic  stories 
about  wagon  wheels  frozen  solid  in 
mud,  duck  with  feet  frozen  in  ice 
which  moments  earlier  had  been 
water,  and  of  horsemen  frozen  to 
their  saddles.  There  are  also  tragic 
stories  about  men  who  lost  their  lives 
from  the  extreme  cold  and  suffered 
bankruptcy  as  a  result  of  the  loss  of 
their  livestock. 

On  the  day  of  the  sudden  change 
Lincoln  was  in  Vandalia,  Illinois,  in 
the  State  House,  serving  as  a  Whig 
legislator.  On  this  day,  on  Lincoln's 
motion,  a  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  new  county  to  be  formed  out  of 
Sangamon,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee  composed  of  Wilson  of 
Sangamon,  Richardson  of  Schuyler 
and  himself.  Apparently  the  sudden 
change  of  temperature  on  December 
20,  1836,  caused  Lincoln  no  discom- 
fort. 


ant,  wiser;  and  all  better,  and  happier  to- 
gether." 

Fragment,    (July   1.   1854  ?) 
"Capital  has  its  rights,  which  are  as  worthy 
of  protection  as  any  other  rights." 

Washington,  Message  to  Congress, 

Dec,   3,  1861 

3.  You  cannot  help  small  men  by 
tearing  down  big  men. 

"Let  not  him  who  is  houseless  pull  down 
the  house  of  another;  but  let  him  labor  dili- 
gently and  build  one  for  himself,  thus  by  ex- 
ample assuring  that  his  own  shall  be  safe 
from   violence   when  built." 

Washington,    March   21,  1864 

"There  is  no  permanent  class  of  hired  labor- 
ers amongst  us  .  .  .  The  hired  laborer  of 
yesterday,  labors  on  his  own  account  to-day ; 
and  will  hire  others  to  labor  for  him  to- 
morrow." 

Cincinnati.  Fragment,   (Sept.  17,  1859  ?) 

4.  You  cannot  help  the  poor  by  de- 
stroying the  rich. 

"It  is  best  for  all  to  leave  each  man  free 
to  acquire  property  as  fast  as  he  can.  Some 
will  get  wealthy.  I  don't  believe  in  a  law  to 
prevent  a  man  from  getting  rich;  it  would 
do  more  harm  than  good.  So  while  we  do  not 
propose  any  war  upon  capital,  we  do  wish  to 
allow  the  humblest  man  an  ei|ual  chance  to 
get  rich  with  everybody  else." 

New   Haven,   Conn.,   March   6,  1860 

"Men  who  are  industrous,  and  sober,  and 
honest  in  the  pursuit  of  their  own  interests 
should  after  a  while  accumulate  capital,  and 
after  that  should  be  allowed  to  enjoy  it  in 
peace." 

Cincinnati,    Sept,    17,  1N59 

5.  You  cannot  lift  the  wage-earner 
by  pulling  down  the  wage-payer. 

"If  they  (industrious,  sober  and  honest 
men)  should  choose  when  they  have  accumu- 
lated it  (capital)  to  use  it  to  save  themselves 
from  actual  labor  and  hire  other  people  to 
labor  for  them  is  right.-" 

Cincinnati,  Sept.  17.  1859 

6.  You  cannot  keep  out  of  trouble  by 
spending  more  than  your  income. 

"No  country  can  sustain,  in  idleness,  more 
than  a  small  percentage  of  its  numbers." 

Milwaukee,  Sept.  30.  1859 

"Universal  idleness  would  speedily  result 
in   universal  ruin." 

Springfeld,  Dec.   1,  1847 
"You  do  not  work  much,  merely  because  it 
does  not  seem  to  you  that  you  could  get  much 
for  it.  This  habit  of  uselessly  wasting  time, 
is  the  whole  difficulty." 

Letter  to  John  D.  Johnston,  Dec.  24.  1848 

7.  You  cannot  further  the  brother- 
hood of  man  by  inciting  class  hatred. 

"Let  us  discard  all  this  <iuibbling  about  this 
man  and  the  other  man — this  race  and  that 
race  and  the  other  race  being  inferior  .  .  .  and 
unite  as  one  people  throughout  this  land." 

Chicago.  July  10,  1858 

8.  You  cannot  establish  sound  secur- 
ity on  borrowed  money. 

"An  individual  who  undertakes  to  live  by 
borrowing  soon  finds  his  original  means  de- 
voured by  interest  and  next,  no  one  left  to 
borrow  from — so  must  it  be  with  a  govern- 
ment." 

Whig  Circular,  March  4.  1843 

9.  You  cannot  build  character  and 
courage  by  taking  away  a  man's  in- 
itiative and  independence. 

"That  each  of  you  may  have  through  this 
free  government  which  we  have  enjoyed,  an 
open  field  and  a  fair  chance  for  your  industry, 
enterprise   and  intelligence." 

Washington,   Aug.   22.  1864 
"We  must  inquire  what  it  is  that  has  given 
us  so  much  prosperity  .  .  .  This  cause  is  that 
every  man  can  make  himself." 

Kalamazoo,   Mich.,   Aug.   27,  1856 

10.  You  cannot  help  men  perman- 
ently by  doing  for  them  what  they 
could  and  should  do  for  themselves. 

"The  legitimate  object  of  government  is  'to 
do  for  the  people  what  needs  to  be  done,  but 
which  they  can  not,  by  individual  effort,  do  at 
all,  or  do  so  well,  for  themselves.'  " 

Fragment.    (July   1,    1854  ?) 
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CUMULATIVE  BIBLIOGRAPHY— 1961 


Selections  approved  by  a  Bibliography  Committee  consisting  of  the 
following  members  ;  Arnold  Gates.  2«9  New  Hyde  Park  Road,  harden 
City  N.  Y.  ;  Carl  Haverlin,  2  Masterson  Road,  Bronxsville,  N.  Y 
E  B  Long,  708  North  Kenilworth  Ave.,  Oak  Park,  111.;  Richard  1-. 
Lufkin.  45  Milk  Street.  Boston.  9.  Mass.  ;  AVayne  C  Temple,  Lincoln 
Memorial  University.  Harrogate  Tenn  :  Ralph  G.  Newman.  18  East 
Chestnut  Street.  Chicago  11.  111..  Wilham  H.  Townsend  310  Fust 
National  Bank  Bldg..  Lexington  3.  Ky  ;  and  Clyde  C.  Walton, 
Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  Springfield,  IN. 

New   items   available   for  consideration   may  be  sent  to  the  above 
addresses  or  to  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation. 

SCRIPPS,  JOHN  LOCKE  1961-26 

Life  of/Abraham  Lincoln/by/John  Locke  Scripps/ 
Edited/with  Introduction  and  Notes  by/Roy  P.  Easier 
and  Lloyd  A.  Dunlap/ (Lincoln  profile) /Indiana  Univer- 
sity Press /Bloomington. 

Book,  boards  and  cloth,  5%"  x  8V4",  192  pp..  n.  i..  price  $7.95. 

DONALD,  DAVID  1961-27 

Lincoln/Reconsidered/by/David  Donald/Essays  on  the 
Civil  War  Era/ (device) /Vintage  Books/A  Division  of 
Random  House/New  York. 

Book,   paperback.   4'/."  x  7 'A",   xi   p..   250   pp.,   xxii   p.   First  Vintage 
Edition.   January,    1961.  Price  $1.25. 

NATHAN,  ADELE  GUTMAN  1961-28 

Lincoln's  America/by  Adele  Gutman  Nathan/Sketch 
of  covered  wagon  enroute) /Publishers  Grosset  &  Dun- 
lap  New  York. 

Book,  boards.   8-U"  x  10",  93  pp.,   iHus..  price  $2.50.  Juvenile. 

MEARNS,  DAVID  CHAMBERS  1961-29 

Largely /Lincoln /by /David  Chambers  Mearns/ Introduc- 
tion by/Earl  Schenck  Miers/St.  Martin's  Press/New  York. 

Book,  cloth  &  boards.  6Vi"  x  9VV'.   xi  p.,  227  pp..  Price  $6.00. 

ST.  JOHN'S  CHURCH  (WASHINGTON,  D.C.)  1961-30 

A  Commemoration  of/Lincoln's  Worship/at  St.  John's 
Church/on  February  24,  1861/This  Service  reproduces 
and  honors  the  first  act  of  President-Elect  Abraham 
Lincoln/upon  his  arrival  in  Washington^  one  hundred 
years  ago,  for  his  First  Inauguration /The  Church  of 
the  Presidents/ Morning  Prayer,  February  26,  1961, 
Eleven  o'clock. 

Pamphlet,   paper.  9"  x   6",    (8)   pp.,  iHus. 

BLOCK  AND  COMPANY  1961-31 

News  of  This  Week/100  Years  Ago/1861/New  York 
Tribune,  Friday,  February  15,  1861/ (Caption  title). 

Folder,  paper,  51/2"  x  8%",  (4)  pp.  ^^rint  of  newspaper  articles 
of  Lincoln  the  President  Elect  leaving  Springfield  and  his  tup 
enrouir  Published  by  Bloch  and  Company.  Ten  Ten  Euchd  Building, 
Cleveland  15.  Ohio. 

LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  UNIVERSITY  1961-32 

Lincoln  Memorial  University  Press /Summer  1961/ 
Vol  63  No.  2/Lincoln  Herald/A  Magazine  devoted  to 
historical /research  in  the  field  of  Lincolniana  and/the 
Civil  War,  and  to  the  promotion/of  Lincoln  Ideals  in 
American  /  Education. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards,  7"  x  10",   53-108  pp..  illus. 

TEMPLE,  WAYNE  C.  1961-33 

Loafing  with  Lincoln/by  Wayne  C.  Temple/ (Caption 
title).  ,    „  ,^ 

Pamphlet,  paper,  7"  x  10",  8  pp.,  illus.  Reprint  from  Lincoln  Herald, 
Summer,   1961.  Limited  to  250  copies. 

FRANK,  JOHN  P.  1961-34 

John  P.  Frank/Lincoln  as  a  Lawyer/ (gavel) /University 
of  Illinois  Press,  Urbana,  1961. 

Book,  cloth,  61/4"  X  91/4",  X  p..  190  pp.,  price  $4.75. 

HOLLAND,  JOSIAH  GILBERT  1961-35 

J.  G.  Holland's /Life  of/Abraham  Lincoln /Paperback 
Library,  Inc. /New  York. 

Book,  paperback,  4"  x  7",  447  pp.  Gold  Edition,  Paperback  Library 
GB-109.  Price  75c. 

MONTGOMERY.  J.  WILLARD  1961-36 

Resuscitation/of/President  Lincoln/J.  Willard  Mont- 
gomery, M.D.,  El  Paso,  Texas/ (Caption  title). 

Folder,  paper.  8%"  x  11".  76-78  pp.  ^fP^'^'^f^.^'ZZ  ^Yn^'^^^fe  ll 
the  American  Medical  Association.  April  8,  1961,  Vol.  176,  pp.  76-78 
pp.  Copyright  1961  by  American  Medical  Association. 


SANG,  PHILIP  D. 


1961-37 

Letters  of/Mary  Todd  Lincoln/Owned  by/Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Philip  D.  Sang/This  brochure  distributed /on  the  occasion 
of  the  presentation  of/"Mary  Todd  Lincoln— Tragic  Por- 
trait"/By  James  Thomas  Hickey/  .  .  .  /For  the  wives  of 
the  officers  and  members /of  the  Board  of  Directors /of 
the  International  Association/of  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers/ 
Thursday,  October  26,  1961/  Washington,  D.  C./ (Cover 
title). 

Pamphlet,  paper,  6"  x  9",  (27)  pp.  Reprinted  from  the  Journal  of 
the  Rutgers  University  Library,   Vol.  XXIV,  Number  2,  April  1961. 

SEGAL,  CHARLES  M.  1961-38 
Conversations/with  Lincoln /Complied,  Edited  and  An- 
notated/by  Charles   M.   Segal/ (device) /G.   P.   Putnam  s 
Sons/New  York. 

Book,   cloth,  51/2"  X  8V>".   448  pp.,  fr.,   price  $6.75. 

THOMAS,  BENJAMIN  P.  1961-39 

Lincoln's/New  Salem/By  Benjamin  P.  Thomas/Draw- 
ings by  Romaine  Proctor/ (new  and  revised  edition)  /  (de- 
vice)/Americana  House/Chicago:  MCMLXI. 

Book  stiff  boards,  5V4"  x  7%",  xiv  p..  166  pp..  v  p..  price  $2.95. 


C 


THOMAS,  BENJAMIN  P. 

Same  as  above. 
Paperbound  edition,   price  $1.00. 


1961-39a 


1961-40 


TIPPLE,  JOHN 

A  Lincoln /Jefferson  Davis/The  House  Divided /by /John 
Tipple/Los  Angeles  State  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences/ 
Howard  Allen,  Incorporated  (device) /Cleveland. 

Book,  cloth,  H-U"  X  S^U".  186  PP-  Howard  Allen,  Inc..  Publishers,  P.  O. 
Box  No.  1810,  Cleveland  6,  Ohio,  price  $3.25. 


TIPPLE,  JOHN 

Same  as  above. 
Paperbound   edition,  price  $1.95. 


1961-40a 


1961-41 


LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  UNIVERSITY 

Lincoln  Memorial  University  Press/Fall  1961*Vol.  63.  No. 
3 /Lincoln  Herald /A  Magazine  devoted  to  historical /re- 
search in  the  field  of  Lincolniana  and /the  Civil  War,  and 
to  the  promotion /of  Lincoln  Ideals  in  American /Educa- 
tion. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  board.  7"  x  10",  111-172  pp.,  illus. 

TURNER,  JUSTIN  G.  1961-42 

Lincoln  and  the  Lost  Ledger/Edited  by  Justin  G.  Turner. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards.  7"  x  10",  111-118  pp.,  illus.  Reprint  from 
Lincoln    Herald,    Fall,  1961. 

YAMANUSHI,  TOSHIKO  1961-43 

Kodomo  no  Denko  Monogatari/ Lincoln/ (Biographical 
Tales  for  Children— Lincoln) /by  Toshiko  Yamanushi/ 
Published  January,  1961,  2nd  printing  by  Poplar-sha, 
Tokyo. 

Book,  boards  &  cloth,  6"  x  8%".  177  pp..  illus.  Printed  in  the  Japanese 
language. 

LINCOLN  NATIONAL  LIFE  FOUNDATION  1961-44 

Lincoln  Lore/Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation/Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Editor /Published 
each  month  by  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, Fort  Wayne /Indiana /Number  1475,  January  1961 
— Number  1480,  June,  1961. 

Folder  paner  SV,"  x  11".  4  pp.,  illus.  Number  1475.  Schuyler  Col- 
Si'l^lin'cX'-Lec'turer       .•  ..  :   1476,  Thomas   Linco  n's  Corne>- /.p. 

hoards  .    ;   1477,    Chronicle  Junior   1478.      Witnin  uie 

l^t  12 'hours  this  city  has  been  the  scene  of  the  most  terrible 
tragedies  1479,  The  Bleakley  &  Montgomery  Ledgers;  1480, 

Oliver  P.  Morton.  Lincoln's  Irritating  Goad.  .  .  . 
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Own  a  pieee  of 


LINCOLN'S 


FARM 


You  can  own  a  valuable  portion 
of  our  American  heritage  for  only  $5.00 

The  equivalent  of  one  square  inch  undivided  interest  in  Abraham 
Lincoln  s  farm  property  -  the  real  estate  owned  for  the  longest 
St'^fes''  ""^"^^  °^       Sixteenth  President  of  the  United 

ton  p''''  '^-""^Jy!  ''^cordable  deed  to  a  portion  of  the  "Forgot- 

ten Farm  of  the  Lincoln  family's  Goose  Nest  Prairie  Farm  in  Coles 

S^gy^rdeed''^^  '"^^"^^'^"^  ^^^^^"^  ^^'^^-'^^  - 
ch  n^'^'I ''1'^'''^^^  1^  authentication  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  owner- 
fnZ\^  t' °^  "Forgotten  Farm"  and  an  attractive  gif^enve- 
ope  suitable  for  re-mailing.  Order  today  .  .  .  order  several  as  gifts  for 
family,  friends,  associates,  clients  and  customers 
•  i.r  "•°o''J?iL^''®®  Reservation  Service  number:  800/447-4470  or 
mlllinois,800/322.4226.  Or  save C.O.D.  charges  and  senTcoupon 


LINCOLN  > 
LAND&CATHE 
C0IIIPAN7,INC. 


Abraham  Lincoln 
land  &  Cattle  Company,  Inc. 

p.  O.  BOX  1776,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS  62705 
Lincoln  Farm  Deeds  at  $5.00  each.  (Send  check  or 


Please  send  

money  order  only  .  .  .  void  where  proh'ibrted.i 
Name   


Address 
City  


_  State 


-Zip 


Abraham  Lincoln  Land  &  Cattle  Company,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1776  •  Springfield,  Illinois  62705  •  217-753-4005 
August  11,  1976 


Dear  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  Member: 

This  is  your  invitation  to  put  your  name  on  a  piece  of 
history. 

For  just  $5.00  you  can  own  a  souvenir  deed  to  the  equi- 
valent of  one  square  inch  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  farm  in 
Coles  County,  Illinois. 

It  looks  official,  and  is.     It  is  the  genuine  article. 
A  legal  recordable  deed,  plus  matching  printed  history 
of  this  historic  land.     They  make  an  attractive  framed 
pair  for  any  office,  den,  rec  room,  library.     Each  deed 
is  individually  numbered  and  can  be  personalized  with 
your  name.   .   .  or  the  name  of  someone  you  want  to  gift 
it  to;  comes  with  its'  own  decorative  re-mailing  en- 
velope, registration  instructions  and  notarized  document 
from  the  Coles  County  Clerk  and  Recorder  authenticating 
Lincoln  ownership. 

Walk  in  Lincoln's  footsteps.     Just  $5.00  gets  you  a 
deed  to  his  property  and  access  to  his  farm.    Mail  the 
attached  coupon  today 1 


President 

RWP/bcp 
End. 

P.  S.  Dealer  inquiries  invited. 


Member  of  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  Foundation 


DEALERS  and  RETAILERS.. 

Cash  in  on  this  Bonanza! 


STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 


m 


Ill.nois,  for  and  ,n  considerat.on  of  One  I^^^  ^  nd  Othe;  cL^and  vTluab^^V  '°  ''"'""^  Stare';" 

covenants  and  agreements  hereinafter  contamed,  and  pu  suam  .rtt  a^^^^^^^^^  ^"'^      f"»her  cons.derat.on  o(  the 

corporation,  CONVEYS  and  WARRANTS  unt^        P"""^"'     'he  authority  given  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  said 


^^^^after  jointly  and  severally  designated  Grantee,  a  , /ell^^^S^O^Hndivided  interest 


Lot  1  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  Memorial  Farm 
Plat  as  recorded  in 
Book  5  of  Plats,  Page  21, 
in  the  Office  of  the 
County  Clerk  and 
Recorder  of  Deeds  of 
Coles  County,  Illinois; 
situated  in  Coles  County, 
State  of  Illinois. 


Whenever  the  term  "Grantee"  is  used 
herein  in  this  instrument,  it  shall  pertain 
to  the  grantee,  his  successors  and 
assigns,  and  any  rights  of  the  Grantee 
conferred  herein  in  the  validity, 
construction,  interpretation  or  effect  of 
this  conveyance  shall  be  determined  and 
governed  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Illinois 


in  and  to  the  following  described  real 


Said  Plat  being  and 
describing  a  portion  of 
the  "Abraham  Forty" 
purchased  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  on  October  25. 
1841  from  Thomas  and 
Sara  Bush  Lincoln,  his 
father  and  stepmother. 


This  IS  Page  1  of  a  two-page  Deed 
conveying  certain  interests' in  realty. 
Page  2  is  contained  on  the  reverse 
side  hereof. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  LAND 
&  CATTLE  COMPANY,  INC., 


N9  0001776 


By:  ,^4^ 

Its  Presi^ 

P.O.  Box  1776   •    Springfield,  Illinois  62705 


Actual  legal,  recordable  deed,  measures  S'A"  y  11"  Prin+oH  ^ 

sepia  ink,  it  is  suitable  for  framing    ncluded  in  th.  l;/  "  parchment-l.ke  paper  in 

farm  and  a  notarized  affidavi^^lenfl^nn  th^  'n  the  g  ft-enve  ope  is  a  matching  history  of  the 
of  the  property  The  deedfam  ind ^"^^^^^I^'^V  Abraham  Lincoln's  ownership 
them  unique,  one-ol^a  kind  g^f^L^  ""'^     personalized,  thus  making 


Retail  $5.00 

Packed  100  to  a  carton 
Weight  per  carton,  13  lbs. 
F.O.B.  Springfield,  Illinois 


Ibraliain  Liocoln 

lad  &  Cattle  Company,  Inc. 

Springfield,  Illinois  62705 
Phone:  217-753-4005  /  753-8162 


These  HEADLINES-plus  international 
radio  and  television  news  broadcasts... 

be  worth  yi^:, 

$5  each,  that  totaif  y^j^      ^  ^ 


' " ' "  L 


:::»:;'. 


V':  r 


■}::: 


N^^..^  •  .VPS         W^'^^r^     ^0.;^^  Pert,  ^       '^?^''^e, ,  I  , 


;!!...  '.«!"• 
)..)..> 

i.>"i 

a  J 

 > 

!..v.> 
■.i:'.::  '..'"I 


dids  to  otie  Sv,  ^  v.^'^^ 

|-  «oi4.  Tiie\   t*^^    ^-^-^    ment  of  C(/.^   ~-  ■ 


i  V 


l..\.> 


'."I.";: 
i::k.. 

)..)..) 
I  


O/c/ 


.  ...  mate     .Z,  ,  ^o^'ernrriAr,/ 


TS^coln's  FarmU 
ForSale:$5aSquare»i 


-        can  make  a  mul- 
out  of  Ahra- 


So  Phipp 
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'^•^  an  acre 


^^'""^^  Lincoln 
„„^^"coJn  never 

ne  >u^---:j_^'. ■ '  ■"" 


is  SP^l'^*^ 


l\nco\n  s  tar  \e 


i..i..> 


"..•'I  l.l 


Coles  County.Courthouse 
"It's  a  souvenir  item  to  n 
wall  but  each  person  IS  a. 
To Ihe  property.  Anyone^ 
Aped  has  access  to  \i-  ^ 
sSctedonlybythecomn 

^^corum."       ,.  „  .„ 
ier  --^s,  who  lives  m 
;o '--^thedeeds  tl- 
t^SJ' 

Tow^  coming  thro 
,d  stop  off  at  gi^^  shop 

n  home  and  they  re  ■ 
ds  up.  God  love  them 
-art  of  the  money  IS  I 

farm,  which  is  ad,! 
coin  Log  Cab*  S  ^ 

ops  has  already  ai 
'and  more  "park-Uto 

I  ■  1^   f*"  ^         •  'we  sell  enough  of 

.      to  M  acres  because  the  farm^^     ^^^^ . 

cUb  parcels.  M  ^t.  ^^^^^0  project.' 


...produced  these  ORDERS  from 
coast  to  coast  and  around  the  world! 


KPYAL  YOKK 

TOO  FRONT  ST.  W.,  TORONTO.  ONTARIO.  CANADA  IV j 
Telephone  41 6-368-251 1    Telex  02—2288 


P^AR  sTrT   ^  

re' 

'HANK    YOU  I     T  ■   j 

'^No,  '  — ■  • 


Bremerton,  ^ 


/ 


0;}£. 


For  further  details,  please  clip  and  mail  this, 
postage  free  postcard  today! 
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FARM 

LEGAL  RECORDABLE  DEED 

$5 

PACKAGE  INCLUDES 

•  Legal  Recordable  Deed 

•  Document  authenticating  Abraham 
Lincoln  ownership 


History  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
"Forgotten  Farm" 
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178 

The  acclaimed  Webster's  New  World  Diction- 
ary, in  an  exclusive  leather  bound  and  gold 
stamped  edition,  complete  with  slip  cover 
for  easy  storage.  An  elegant  addition  to  your 
library.  75.00  (1.65).  From  Stationery. 

179 

The  N-M  Agenda.  Ultrasuede®  bound 
organizer  contains  looseleaf  pages  for 
planning,  appointments,  telephone  numbers 
and  addresses,  personal  and  family  data, 
journal  space.  Ginger  color,  stamped  with 
three  initials  (specify  and  allow  4  weeks). 
9V2  X  71/4".  45.00  (1.65).  Stationery. 


40 


FOR  LINCOLN 
BUFFS 

180,181 

Permanent  replicas  of  documented 
paper  deeds  to  one  square  inch  of 
Lincoln's  "Forgotten  Farm".  Your  deed  is 
recorded  with  the  Coles  County,  Illinois 
State  Clerk,  and  will  be  sent  with  a 
certificate  of  authentication  and  a 
history  of  the  forty  "lost"  acres.  180. 
Framed  marble  deed,  100.00  (2.60). 
181.  Copper  deed  in  leather  case,  300.00 
(4.35).  N-M  exclusives.  Stationery. 

182 

Numbered  and  signed,  limited  edition 
volumes  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  poetry. 
Only  300  are  available.  Compiled  by 

Paul  M.  Angle.  15.00  (1.20).  Stationery. 


JACKIE  BACON 

COUNTY  CLERK  AND  RECORDER 


Coles  County  •  Charleston,  Illinois  61920 


September  25,  1984 


TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 

Lot  A,  described  in  the  A.  LINCOLN  LAND  OFFICE  COMPANY  warranty  deed  is 
a  part  of  the  A.  Lincoln  Land  Plat,  filed  on  March  7,  1984,  has  Document 
Number  459596  and  is  recorded  in  volume  623  on  page  135  in  the  Coles  County 
Recorder's  Office. 

This  Lot  A  is  a  part  of  a  farm  referred  to  locally  as  the  "Abraham  40" 
of  the  Lincoln  Goose  Nest  family  fa2nn. 

The  "Abraham  40"  was  for  many  years  owned  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  16th 
President  of  the  United  States.     Abraham  Lincoln's  ownership  of  this  farm  is 
verifiable  through  title  records  contained  in  the  Recorder's  Office  of  Coles 
County . 

The  "Abraham  40"  is  immediately  east  of  the  Lincoln  Log  Cabin  State  Park 
in  Coles  County.     This  park  features  a  reproduction  of  the  Lincoln  farmily 
farm  house.  / — \ 


JACKIE  BACON,  being  first  duly  sworn,  states  that  she  is  the  duly 
elected  Coles  Couty,  Illinois  Recorder  of  Charleston,  Illinois  and  that  she 
has  read  the  above  statement  by  her  subscribed  and  that  she  is  familiar  with 
the  contents  thereof  and  same  are  true  s^d  correct  with  the  records  of  her 
office.  /     I  /I 


STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 


)  SS. 


COUNTY  OF  COLES 


Service  Is  Our  Business  .  .  .  You  Are  Always  Welcome  At  Your  County  Clerk's  Office 
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Whenever  the  term  "' 
red  herein  in  the  vaHdity 

The  Gran.ee  hereby  covenanls  and  agrees,  ai  a  funh=,  „ra„ 
pl.cable  ,0  ihe  above-described  properly  and  shall  be  binding  np, 


nsed  herein  in  ,his  i„s,ru„en,,  i,  .hall  perrain  ,.  ,he  gran.ee.  h.  successors  and  assi™  and  an,  ri.hrs  of  rb  P 
on,  mterpre[aiion  or  effect  of  this  conveuanr^  .K,it  k    a  j  '^'gn^mo  any  nghts  of  the  Grantee  co 

this  con.evance  shall  be  detenn.ned  and  governed  by  the  law,  of  the  State  of  Ilhnois 
ronveyance,  that  the  following  tenns.  restrictions  and  conditions  .hall  b, 
snd  that  the  said  terms  re^ir'  ' 


n  for  this 


No  improvement  .hall  be  built  or  erected  upon  the  land  by  the  C 
and  all  local  law,  and  ordinances  applicable  to  .aid  premises.  Grantee  shall  , 
evetit  all  or  an,  portion  of  the  above  described  real  property  shall  be  sold  ti 
ceedings  the  proceeds  received  therefrom  shall  be  paid  forthwith  to  a  nonpro 
to  have  the  above  de^rribed  property  partitioned  and  opressly  waives  all  riihi 
herein  granted  or  conferred  by  the  law  of  the  State  of  Illinois  or  by  Paragraoh  4 
June  ,0,  ,919,  L.  19.9,  p.  6S5,.  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  Jl'linoi 
Grantee  expressly  waives  his  right  to  e.trac  or  claim  ownership  of  any  and  all  „ 
excepted  from  the  above  description.  Grantee  agrees  that  an,  and  all  co,.,  an, 


ible  organiiati 


will. 


r  public 
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iisociaiion.  Cranice  hereby  expressly  waives  hii  righi 
as  aga.mt  any  co-tenant  or  any  possessory  rights  in  and  to  the  property  conveyed 
r  An  Act  to  Revtse  the  Law  in  Relation  to  Joint  R,ghts  and  Obl.g.tL  Appro  ed 
represented  ,n  the  General  Assembly,  «  an^ended  now  and  from  time  To  7 
.erals  and  o.l  depots  found  existing  on  said  premises,  and  the  same  are  expressly 
-«pensc  necessary  to  affcc,  title  in  purchasers  hereafter  shall  be  paid  for  by  s 


the  coniideration  paid  for  this  conve,ance,  TTiis  eon.e,ance  is  made  .  b  "  "arrant,  conia.ned  herein  is  and  shall  be  no  more  than 

Any  provisions  of  this  conveyance  or  the  terms  restrict  ^=«^<tnis  which  may  be  levied  hereafter  upon  this  property 

without  invalidating  the  remaining  provisions  of  this  conveyance'"  *"  »f  P'obition 

P"''!"'""' ■he  Warranty  Deed  above  is  hereby  authorited  as  agent  of  the  Grantor  for  the,  I      H,  . 
interest  being  conveyed  herein  to  insert  his  name  or  the  name  of  a  nominela,  r  '""!•'"•<'       ''mited  purpose  of  effectuating  ihe  conveyance  of  the 

nominee  in  accordance  with  the  autbonsation  ref„r,d  ,  J     notninee  as  Grantee  in  said  Deed.  Unless  the  purchaser  inserts  his  name  or  the  name  of  . 

-mb  Deed  is  made,  exec     d   :d  de    el  s    nc       a'::!'    "'T^Z  '"V""""""  °'  '»  -"ein  wi7be  m    ect  J 

 day  of  April'""'""""""";;'  '^^""O"  ■'"y  "">P<"I     "  meeting  of  the  General  Partnet,  of  said  p.rtnetship  Teld  on  the 

.N  WITNESS  WHEREOP,  said  Grantor  has  cau.ed  its  sea,  to  be  hereto  afHxed  and  ha.  caused  i, 


Ju, 


,984. 


This  iron,/,,  „/„„,  „  ,„„p,  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

mpo  ,,wn  ,h,r,o/.  a„d  „oJ,„g  o„  cppropnalim  m  eonneCon  ,»e,e»,<V,  (Approved 


o  be  signed  to  these  presents  by  one  of  its  panneis 


By: 


About  the  Property 

maeely  ten  m.les  north  of  the  intersection  of  State  Route  1  SO  anti  Interstate  Route  70  near  Green  r, 
approximately  ten  miles  southeast  of  the  intersection  of  State  Route  16  and  Interstate  Route  57  nea 

Lot  A  consists  of  one  acre  in  the  A.  Lincoln  Land  Plat.  Since  there  are  6.272,640  square  inches  in  an 
(teTanry^'n  common^  "  '""^  '°  °"  Vou  ha 

The  conveyance  contained  on  the  Deed  is  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Land  Sale,  ac,„„H,   p  , 
mulgated  by  the  Office  of  Interstate  Land  Sales  Registration  in  the  Depar  men.  ofHoutinA  H    1  K      n     f'^"'"'""'  P™" 
§1710.13).  The  purchaser  is  advised  that  the  purchase  price  for  thi  convey  nc'  m  st  be  m  an  a^o    ^   f"  """^'"PT"',' 
5100.00.  Do  not  pay  more.  conveyance  must  be  in  an  amount  of  money  which  ,s  less  than 


and  i 
r  Mattoon,  Illino 


vided  in- 


undivided 


History  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
Forgotten  Farm 

Although  Abraham  Lincoln  owned  other  properties  in  his  lifetime,  only  one  of  them  — to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  — was  ever  farmed  by  his  father,  Thomas  Lincoln.  This  was  the  "Abraham  Forty,"  or  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  "Forgotten  Farm."  This  identical  property  eventually  proved  to  be  the  only  real  estate  owned 

for  the  longest  period  of  time  in  the  actual  name  of  the  Sixteenth  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  forty-acre  parcel  was  purchased  from  the  Government  in  1837  by  John  Davis  Johnston,  stepson  of  Abraham 

Lincoln's  father,  Thomas.  Thomas  Lincoln  bought  it  from  Johnston  in  1840  for  $50.  When  Thomas  found 
himself  in  financial  difficulties  less  than  a  year  later,  his  dutiful  son,  Abraham,  bought  the  forty  acres  for  $200, 

allowing  his  father  and  stepmother,  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  lifetime  estate. 
Thomas  Lincoln  died  in  1851  and  Abraham  resisted  efforts  by  Johnston  to  sell  the  Abraham  Forty  (for  Johnston's 

benefit),  holding  fast  to  his  promise  to  provide  for  the  widow. 
The  property  remained  in  Abraham  Lincoln's  name  even  after  his  assassination  in  1865  because  the  deed  clearly 
reserved  this  parcel  for  the  personal  use  of  his  parents.  Sarah  Lincoln  lived  until  1869,  whereupon  her  grandson, 
John  J.  Hall,  continued  to  farm  the  land  along  with  his  own  adjacent  acres. 
Finally,  in  1888,  Hall  secured  title  to  the  Abraham  Forty  by  reason  of  undisputed  "possession  for  more  than 

twenty  years." 

Ancestors  of  the  present  owners  purchased  the  property  in  1914.  By  then  it  was  the  "Forgotten  Farm"  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  The  Abraham  Forty  is  still  being  farmed. 

The  Abraham  Forty  is  legally  described  as  the  Northeast 


LOCATION 


The  "Abraham  40"  is  eight  miles 
south  of  Charleston,  the  county 
seat  of  Coles  County.  The  site  is 
easy  to  visit  since  it  is  minutes 
from  the  interstate  highway 
system. 


Land  sale 
to  include 

Abe's  acres 

Ey  JEFFM.EY  RAYMOND 

H&R  MaHoon  Bureau  Chief 

CHARLESTON  —  Not  even  the  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  family  land  is  immime  from 
foreclosures.  '  ^ 

On  Jan.  26,  at  11:45  a.m.  in  the  Mat- 
toon  C5ty  Hall,  land  once  in  the  historic 
president's  family  will  be  sold.  The  cur- 
rent landlord  failed  to  meet  the  terms  of 
the  mortgage,  which  is  held  by  the  Farm 
Credit  Bank  of  St.  Louis. 

Raymond  W.  Phipps  of  Springfield, 
who  signed  the  $80,600  mortgage  in  Au- 
gust 1975,  is  being  forced  to  sell  the  land 
in  a  foreclosure.  His  attorney,  Thomas  R. 
Appleton,  confirmed  that  at  least  part  of 
the  125  acres  being  foreclosed  was  once 
owned  by  tiie  Lincoln  family. 

Appleton  said  a  tenant  farmer,  Charles 
W.  "Bill"  Walker,  worked  the  land  and 
paid  off  the  bank  from  Phipps'  share  of 
the  crops.  But  like  many  other  farmers 
and  farmland  owners,  Phipps  fell  victim 
to  high  interest  rates  and  poor  crop 
yields. 

"That's  a  function  Of  interest  rates  and 
bad  crop  years,"  Appleton  said. 

Phipps  could  not  be  reached  Monday. 

The  land  is  eight  miles  south  of 
Charleston  nest  to  the  Lincoln  Log  Cabin 
State  Park.  Park  Manager  Tom  Vance 
said  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Tom  Lincohi, 
Abraham's  father,  owned  120  acres  of. 

land.  ,  ,     ,  1. 

Vance  said  the  younger  Lincom  bought 
40  acres  from  his  father  and  then  let  him 
farm  it  as  a  financial  favor. 

It  is  not  certain  if  all  or  just  some  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  land  held  by  Phipps  is 
involved  in  the  foreclosure. 

The  foreclosure  notice  was  filed  a  year 
and  a  half  ago  in  Coles  County  circuit 
court.  A  legal  battle  ensued,  but  last 
month  Phipps  dropped  his  cliallenge,  thus 
paving  the  way  for  the  sale. 


The  Stat©  Journaf-Regisfer 
Springfield,  illlnois 
V«/ednesday,  January  11,  1989 
PageG       cc  .  5-6  . 


ert 


he  said, 
receives  dou- 

the  weather 
t.  Louis  area 
;ntral  Illinois, 
said,  the  ser- 
igs  for  south- 
orm.  At  most, 
;s  warning  in 

lale,  had  only 
;  said  —  and 
ng  to  the  spe- 

ings  were  re- 
Jlevision,  the 
e  town. 

resident  of 
!  only  warn- 
television  15 
0  hit. 


Foreclosed  farmland  includes 
parcel  once  owned  by  Lincoln 


CHARLESTON  (AP)  —  In  this 
time  of  high  interest  rates  and 
poor  crop  yields,  foreclosure  is  a 
concern  throughout  the  land  of 
Lincoln  —  and  recently  struck 
farmland  once  actually  owned  by 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  father. 

A  parcel  of  farmland  —  part  of 
which  was  once  owned  by  the  na- 
tion's 16th  presidient  —  is  in  fore- 
closure and  Raymond  Phipps  of 
Springfield  must  sell  the  125  acres 
he  bought  near  this  central  Illi- 
nois town  arid  Lincoln  Log  Cabin 
State  Park. 

Lincoln  and  his  father,  Tom 
Lincoln,  owned  120  acres  of  land 
in  the  area,  said  state  park  man- 
ager Tom  Vance. 


The  boundaries  of  the  original 
Lincoln  farm  are  not  clear,  but  at 
least  some  of  it  is  included  on  the 
foreclosed  site,  said  Phipps'  law- 
yer, Thomas  Appleton. 

Phipps  signed  an  $80,600  mort- 
gage in  August  1975  for  the  land.  A 
tenant  farmer  worked  the  acre- 
age, paying  off  the  bank  from 
Phipps'  share  of  the  crops. 

Like  many  farmland  owners, 
Phipps  fell  victim  to  high  interest 
rates  and  poor  crop  yields,  Apple- 
ton  said. 

The  foreclosure  notice  was 
filed  a  year  and  a  half  ago  in  Coles 
County  Circuit  Court.  Phipps 
dropped  his  challenge  last  month, 
paving  the  way  for  the  sale. 
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Lincoln  Log  Cabin  State  Historic  Site 

Lincoln  Log  Cabin  State  Historic  Site,  south  of 
Charleston,  Illinois,  was  the  last  home  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  father  and  step-mother,  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Bush  Lincoln.  Today,  the  86  acre  site  in- 
cludes a  pavilion  and  shaded  picnic  areas  as  well 
as  the  reconstructed  Lincoln  Cabin  and  surround- 
ing 1840's  living  historical  farm. 

Thomas  Lincoln 

Xhomas  Lincoln  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1778, 
and  migrated  with  his  family  to  Kentucky  when 
he  was  only  four  years  old.  In  1806,  he  married 
Nancy  Hanks  and  three  years  later,  she  gave  birth 
to  a  son,  Abraham,  who  was  to  become  the  16th 
President  of  the  United  States.  In  1816,  the  Lin- 
colns  moved  to  southern  Indiana  where  Nancy 
Lincoln  died  from  the  "milk  sickness"  two  years 
later.  Thomas  then  married  a  widow,  Sarah  Bush 
Johnston  and  they  lived  in  Indiana  until  1830. 
That  year,  the  threat  of  another  "milk  sick"  epi- 
demic and  the  promise  of  good  lands  in  Illinois, 
prompted  them  to  sell  their  holdings  and  set  out 
for  Illinois  and  a  fresh  start. 

The  Lincoln's  first  home  in  Illinois  was  a  small 
farm  southwest  of  Decatur  which  is  now  Lincoln 
Trail  Homestead  State  Park.  After  a  miserable 
winter  marooned  in  a  crude  cabin  by  six  feet  of 
snow,  Thomas  Lincoln  started  back  to  Indiana  in 
the  spring  of  1831.  En  route,  he  stopped  in  Coles 
County  where  he  was  persuaded  to  settle  and  give 
Illinois  another  chance.  The  family  lived  on  three 
farms  in  the  county  before  purchasing  the  Goose- 
nest  Prairie  Farm,  which  is  now  Lincoln  Log  Cabin 
State  Historic  Site,  in  1840. 

Cabin  Reconstructed 

The  log  house  which  originally  housed  the  Lin- 
colns  was  purchased  by  a  group  of  promoters  and 
sent  to  the  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago  in 
1892.  Afterwards,  it  was  put  in  storage  and  even- 


tually  disappeared.  In  1929,  the  State  acquired  the 
site  and  accurately  reconstructed  the  cabin  on  its 
original  site  using  exisitng  photographs  and  affi- 
davits. Both  rooms  of  the  cabin  were  furnished 
with  furniture  and  artifacts  of  the  Thomas  Lin- 
coln period,  although  none  are  known  to  have  be- 
longed to  the  Lincolns. 

A  Living  Farm 

In  1975,  work  began  on  reconstructing  an  1840s 
farm  around  the  Lincoln  cabin.  A  garden,  orchard 
and  crops  were  planted  utilizing  plant  varieties 
found  in  the  19th  century,  and  livestock  typical 
of  the  period  have  been  added.  The  large  log  bam 
was  moved  to  the  site  in  1981  from  the  vicinity 
of  Giant  City  State  Park  in  southern  Illinois,  where 
it  was  built  by  the  Vancil  family  in  the  mid-19th 
century.  The  smoke  house,  com  crib,  well,  and 
root  cellar  are  modem  reconstructions  based  on 
what  was  typically  found  on  an  1840s  farm.  The 
well  and  root  cellar  are  original  from  the  ground 
down. 

Construction  is  currently  underway  adding  a 
yankee  farmstead  to  the  site.  The  house,  kitchen 
building,  log  barn,  and  smoke  house,  built  by 
Stephen  Sargent  in  the  1840s,  are  being  moved 
to  the  site  and  restored  to  provide  regional,  social 
and  economic  contrasts  with  the  Southem  Upland 
culture  of  the  Lincolns. 

The  Lincoln's  and  Their  Farm 

The  Lincoln's  life  at  Goosenest  Prairie  was  prob- 
ably typical  of  most  subsistence  farm  families  in 
central  Illinois  in  the  1840s.  Using  a  combination 
of  age-old  hand  tools  and  daily  drudgery,  they 
raised  com,  oats  and  wheat.  Livestock  on  the  farm 
included  hogs,  sheep,  milk  cows,  horses  and  such 
bamyard  fowl  as  chickens  and  geese.  Pork,  potatoes 
and  combread  were  the  staples  in  their  diet  and 
these  were  supplemented  with  wild  game,  orchard 
produce,  and  garden  vegetables  when  in  season. 


Being  Southerners,  the  Lincolns  preferred  log 
houses  to  the  Yankee's  frame  houses,  and  their 
double-room,  "saddle-bag"  style  cabin  was  a  com- 
mon house  style  back  in  Kentucky.  Such  a  "spa- 
cious" home  was  necessary  to  accommodate  the 
approximately  18  people  living  there  in  1845. 
These  included,  besides  Thomas  and  Sarah,  Sarah's 
son  John  D.  Johnston,  his  wife  Mary  and  their  six 
children;  and  Sarah's  daughter  Matilda,  her  hus- 
band Squire  Hall  and  their  six  children. 


John  J.  Hall  and  family,  ca.  1883. 


Little  is  known  of  Squire  and  it  is  assumed  that 
he  was  somewhat  quiet  and  hard-working.  Some- 
time during  the  1840s,  he  purchased  a  farm  about 
a  mile  south  of  the  Lincolns  and  moved  his  family 
there.  John  Johnston,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
somewhat  of  an  idler  who  was  always  coming  up 
with  "get-rich-quick"  schemes  that  never  worked. 
He  has  been  called  the  "Beau  Brummel"  of  Goose- 
nest  Prairie  as  he  usually  sported  the  fanciest  and 
most  expensive  clothes  he  could  find.  Thomas 
Lincoln,  or  Uncle  Tjmmy  as  he  was  affectionately 
called  by  his  neighbors,  was  a  hard-working  man 
of  modest  means  who  had  a  kind  heart  and  usually 
a  good  story  or  two.  His  periodic  financial  diffi- 
culties usually  stemmed  from  his  participation  in 


one  of  his  step-son's  schemes.  In  April  and  again 
in  Novemher  of  1845,  for  example,  the  county  con- 
stable attempted  to  sell  some  of  Thomas  Lincoln's 
cows  at  auction  to  satisfy  an  unpaid  debt.  His 
neighbors,  however,  refused  to  bid  on  them  and 
the  sale  was  unsuccessful. 

Thomas  Lincoln  died  at  Goosenest  Praire  in 
1851,  and  was  buried  in  the  Shiloh  Cemetery  about 
a  mile  west  of  his  farm.  Sarah  Lincoln  died  at  the 
farm  in  1869  and  was  buried  next  to  her  husband. 
In  1851,  the  ownership  of  the  farm  passed  to  Sarah's 
grandson,  John  J.  Hall,  who  lived  here  until  the 
cabin  was  moved  to  Chicago  in  1892. 

Interpretive  Programming 

Interpretive  programming  is  conducted  at  the 
Lincoln  Farm  during  the  summer  months  and  on 
selected  weekends  during  the  spring  and  fall.  Most 
of  the  people  you  will  meet  on  the  Lincoln  Farm 
are  volunteers  who  have  been  trained  to  bring  the 
story  of  rural  Illinois  in  1845  to  life.  This  is  done 
through  "living  history"  and  "first-person,  role- 
playing"  interpretation. 


Living  History 

Living  History  brings  the  past  alive  by  re-creating 
the  farming  and  household  activities  of  the  1840s. 
Men  work  in  the  fields  and  care  for  livestock. 
Women  garden,  prepare  meals,  wash  clothes  and 
spin  wool.  Children  help  with  chores  and  play 
period  games. 


First  Person,  Role-Playing 

First  person,  role-playing  goes  one  step  further  and 
incorporates  the  feelings,  attitudes  and  concerns 
of  the  historic  people  involved.  It  combines  living 
history  and  theatrics  with  each  volunteer  assuming 
the  role  of  an  original  member  of  the  Lincoln 
family  or  a  nearby  neighbor,  and  speaking  to 
visitors  from  the  viewpoint  of  that  character. 

Essentially  you  will  be  entering  the  year  1845 
and  will  be  visiting  with  people  who  are  living 
during  that  year.  Ask  questions  and  find  out  about 
their  lives  here,  but  remember,  they  don't  know 
about  anything  that  happened  after  1845.  Any 
20th  century  questions  that  you  may  have  can  be 
asked  at  the  visitor  center  or  the  site  office. 

For  More  Information 

If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  site  programs 
and  operations  write  to  Lincoln  Log  Cabin  State 
Historic  Site,  R.R.  1,  Box  175,  Lema,  Illinois 
62440,  or  call  217-345-6489. 

Lincoln  Log  Cabin  is  administered  by  the  Illi- 
nois Historic  Preservation  Agency.  It  is  open  8:30 
a.m.  —  dusk  throughout  the  year,  and  the  Lincoln 
Cabin  is  open  9  a.m.-5  p.m.  all  year  except 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  New  Year's  days. 

Groups  of  25  or  more  should  obtain  advanced 
permission  to  enter  the  site:  groups  of  minors  must 
have  adequate  adult  supervision.  All  pets  must  be 
leashed. 


n  Agency 

Springfield.  Illinois  62701 


FOR  INFORMATION  ON  HISTORIC  SITES  IN  ILLINOIS,  CONTACT  THE  ILLINOIS 
HISTORIC  PRESERVATION  AGENCY,  OLD  STATE  CAPTOL,  SPRINGFIELD,  IL 
62701. 

ALL  PHOTDGRAPHS  COURTESY  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  STATE  HISTORICAL 
LIBRARY  AND  THE  DIVISION  OF  HISTORIC  SITES, 


PRINTED  BY  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 
(R7-4965  —  50M  —  3/87) 


I 


HOT  >;t-.  \K\1<  FARMIVGTO.V,  U.I.IXOls,  1  \  WHICH  THOMAS  LlXCOi.N   LIVED,  AND  WHFRE  HF  DIED  l\  lS;i 


THOMAS  LINCOLN'S  HOME  IN 
Bnllt  by  Thomas  Lincoln  In  1831.  on  fiooso  Neck  Prairie  CI,' 


I 

I 


I 


